Project IMPACT!
Increasing Minority Participation in Academic Computer Training!
Project IMPACT! is an effort to involved minority Native American students in academics, specifically computer science.  This will be, as stated in the grant, a “bridge program” to prepare the students for college.  It is hoped that these students will complete their education at Southeastern Oklahoma State University and will enroll in additional computer science courses.
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During the second year, sixty-three students from the eight schools have participated in the project.  Each student has a computer at his or her disposal (furnished by the grant) at their school along with an individual flash drive (also supplied by the grant) to store their coursework.  An onsite high school teacher oversees the class at each site and is paid adjunct salary.  Three adjunct instructors at SOSU, Ellen Hendrix, Dennis Westman, and Mark Ross, actually conduct the course using the online teaching program, Blackboard™.  The students use e-mail, word processing, spreadsheets and presentation software.  Project IMPACT! is training the students for the Microsoft Office Specialist (MOS) Master certification test for each of these components – Word, Excel, and PowerPoint.  They will receive college credit at SOSU for each semester of work and will also be offered a yearlong $2,000.00 scholarship (if they qualify) from the Choctaw Nation if they choose to pursue a degree at SOSU.  All seven students from Colbert High School enrolled at Southeastern for the fall 2007 semester.  Most of these are students who would not have thought of attending college before taking this class.  One student from Talihina High School wanted to go to the University of Miami.  I am happy to say that Billy is now attending SOSU.
An important part of the grant is the role of the Choctaw mentor, Pam Fahrendorf.  She is actively involved with all aspects of the grant.  She has developed a newsletter for the students and is guiding them through a study of Seven Habits of Highly Effective Teens, by Sean Covey preparing the students for a successful college career.  This spring she will begin a study of The 6 Most Important Decisions You’ll Ever Make by Sean Covey.  The newsletter features former students in the Computer Science department at SOSU who have graduated and are now in successful positions.  The link to the newsletters is http://carmine.sosu.edu/ehendrix/newsletters.htm.   We are currently working on our own Website to be hosted by Southeastern Oklahoma State University.
The Oklahoma high schools involved and their teachers are Durant (LoAnn Latona), Colbert (Jonelle Whitehead), Hugo (Lori Hicks), Broken Bow (Michael McGee), Antlers (Barbara Irwin), Idabel (Julie Dawson), McAlester (Steve Lemons) and Talihina (Frank McCawley).  Other personnel include Betty Clay, project coordinator, and Lesa Sanders, project assistant.
