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In the Spring of 2021, 207 randomly chosen Southeastern students took some 

portion of the ETS Proficiency Profile (ETS PP) as part of the assessment of 

Southeastern’s general education program.  However, 9 of them took only the 

essay portion of the exam, 23 took everything except the essay, and one had all of 

their general education somewhere besides Southeastern so their scores were not 

included in the following analyses.  Altogether, 197 took the main part of the exam 

and 183 took the essay portion of the exam.   

 

The mean number of general education hours taken was 28 with 6 of those being 

online.  The percentage of general education courses taken online (21%) is up very 

slightly from 20% in the 2019-2020 academic year.  

 

The mean composite ACT was 21.7 (up from 21.3 in 2020 and 20.4 in 2019) and 

the mean SE GPA was 3.15 (down from 3.28 in 2020 but up from 3.02 in 2019).  

Both ACT and SE GPA are statistically significant predictors of how well students 

will do on the ETS PP. 

 

 
 

There were roughly an equal number of students in each classification that took the 

exam (by design) and about the same number of females and males that took the 

exam. 

 
 



 
 

 
 

The most common majors of those randomly chosen to take the exam in 

descending order were: Aviation (n=22), Safety (n=21), Undecided (n=21), Elem 

Ed (n=19), Biology (n=16), Psychology (n=14) and Business (n=11). 

 

 



 



Possible scores 
Scores were reported for the following areas: 

Area     Possible Score Range  

Total   400-500 

Critical Thinking 100-130 

Reading  100-130 

Writing  100-130 

Mathematics  100-130 

Humanities  100-130 

Social Sciences 100-130 

Natural Sciences 100-130 

Essay      1-6 

 

Results 
Total Score (for all SE students) 

The national comparative group had an overall national average of 437.6 (down from 

441.7 over the previous 5-year period) with a standard deviation of 20.5. Southeastern’s 

average was 431.2 (about 1/3 of a standard deviation below the national average).  That is 

the highest that Southeastern’s score has been in the 4 years of using this exam (though 

just barely).  Individual scores ranged from 400 (0th percentile) to 488 (99th percentile). 

 
 

 



 
 
Total Score (freshmen) 

The freshmen in the comparative group had an overall average of 434.6 (down from 

438.4 in the previous 5-year period) with a standard deviation of 20.0.  Southeastern’s 

average was 426.2 (not quite 1/2 standard deviation below the national average).  

Individual scores ranged from 400 (0th percentile) to 482 (98th percentile). 
 

 
 
Total Score (sophomores) 

The sophomores in the comparative national group had an overall average of 434.1 

(down from 439.4 over the previous 5-year period) with a standard deviation of 19.3.  

Southeastern’s average was 435.2 (up from 432.0) which is slightly above the national 

average for the first time!  Individual scores ranged from 400 (0th percentile) to 488 (99th 

percentile). 

 



Total Score (juniors) 

The juniors in the national comparative group had an overall average of 439.7 

(down from 442.0) with a standard deviation of 20.3.  Southeastern’s average was 

429.6 (down from 432.7) (½ standard deviation below the national average).  

Individual scores ranged from 400 (0th percentile) to 478 (95th percentile). 

 

 
 

Total Score (seniors) 

The seniors in the comparative group had an overall average of 443.2 (down from 

446.4) with a standard deviation of 21.2.  Southeastern’s average was 433.9 (up 

from 433.6) (a little less than ½ standard deviation below the national average).  

Individual scores ranged from 403 (1st percentile) to 486 (97th percentile). 

 

 
 

Conclusion:  SE students make huge gains between their freshman and sophomore 

years (as has been the case every year for which we have data) but then tend to lose 

some of those gains their junior year before getting them back their senior year.  

However, in our comparison group nationally, students’ scores actually decrease 

between freshman and sophomore years and the biggest gain comes from 

sophomore to junior year. 
 



Class  SE Total Score Average  National Total Score Average 

Freshmen      426.2     434.6 

Sophomores      435.2     434.1 

Juniors      429.6     439.7 

Seniors      433.9     443.2 

 

Critical Thinking Score (for all SE students) 

The comparative group had an overall average of 109.9 with a standard deviation 

of 6.3.  Southeastern’s average was 108.6 (up from 108.2 the year before).  

Individual scores ranged from 100 (0th percentile) to 128 (99th percentile). 

 
 

 

Critical Thinking Score (freshmen) 

The freshmen in the comparative group had an overall average of 109.2 with a 

standard deviation of 6.0.  Southeastern’s average was 107.2 (1/3 of a standard 

deviation below the national average and up from 105.8 a year ago).  Individual 

scores ranged from 100 (0th percentile) to 127 (99th percentile). 

 
 

 



Critical Thinking Score (sophomores) 

The sophomores in the comparative group had an overall average of 109.2 with a 

standard deviation of 6.0.  Southeastern’s average was 109.8 (up from 108.8 a year ago 

and above the national average for the first time).  Individual scores ranged from 100 (0th 

percentile) to 128 (99th percentile). 

 
 

Critical Thinking Score (juniors) 

The juniors in the comparative group had an overall average of 110.6 with a standard 

deviation of 6.3.  Southeastern’s average was 108.1 (down from 109.0 a year ago and 

between 1/3 and 1/2 standard deviation below the national average).  Individual scores 

ranged from 100 (0th percentile) to 123 (95th percentile). 

 
 

Critical Thinking Score (seniors) 

The seniors in the comparative group had an overall average of 111.4 with a standard 

deviation of 6.6.  Southeastern’s average was 109.5 (up from 108.9 a year ago and a little 

less than 1/3 standard deviation below the national average).  Individual scores ranged 

from 100 (0th percentile) to 126 (98th percentile). 

 



Conclusion:  Our freshmen are coming in closer to the national average than they 

have in the past.  By the time they are sophomores we have gotten them to above 

the national average.  Our juniors are a bit lower than our sophomores and then our 

seniors are back to the sophomore level.  This may be the result of us increasing 

the size of our honors classes the last couple of years and hopefully our junior 

scores will increase once those extra honors students hit the junior level (next 

year). 
 

Class   SE CT Average   National CT Average 

Freshmen      107.2     109.2 

Sophomores      109.8     109.2 

Juniors      108.1     110.6 

Seniors      109.5     111.4 

 

 

Reading Score (for all SE students) 

The comparative group had an overall average of 115.7 with a standard deviation 

of 7.5.  Southeastern’s average was 113.3 (about 1/3 of a standard deviation below 

the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 101 (1st percentile) to 130 (a 

perfect score). 

 
 

 

Reading Score (freshmen) 

The freshmen in the comparative group had an overall average of 114.6 with a 

standard deviation of 7.5.  Southeastern’s average was 112.2 (about 1/3 of a 

standard deviation below the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 102 

(2nd percentile) to 127 (94th percentile). 



 
 

Reading Score (sophomores) 

The sophomores in the comparative group had an overall average of 114.9 with a 

standard deviation of 7.4.  Southeastern’s average was 114.6 (right at the national 

average).  Individual scores ranged from 102 (1st percentile) to 130 (a perfect 

score). 

 
 

Reading Score (juniors) 

The juniors in the comparative group had an overall average of 116.6 with a 

standard deviation of 7.4.  Southeastern’s average was 112.1 (a little more than ½ 

standard deviation below the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 101 

(1st percentile) to 130 (a perfect score). 

 
 



Reading Score (seniors) 

The seniors in the comparative group had an overall average of 117.6 with a 

standard deviation of 7.5.  Southeastern’s average was 114.5 (less than 1/2 of a 

standard deviation below the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 102 

(1st percentile) to 129 (95th percentile). 

 
 

Conclusion:  Our freshmen are coming in closer to the national average than they 

have in the past.  By the time they are sophomores we have gotten them to right at 

the national average.  Our juniors are a bit lower than our sophomores and then our 

seniors are back to the sophomore level.  Again, this may be the result of us 

increasing the size of our honors classes the last couple of years and hopefully our 

junior scores will increase once those extra honors students hit the junior level 

(next year). 
 

Class     SE Reading Average     National Reading Average 

Freshmen      112.2     114.6 

Sophomores      114.6     114.9 

Juniors      112.1     116.6 

Seniors      114.5     117.6 

 

 
Writing Score (for all SE students) 

The comparative group had an overall average of 112.8 with a standard deviation of 

5.6.  Southeastern’s average was 110.9 (less than ½ standard deviation below the 

national average).  Individual scores ranged from 100 (0th percentile) to 125 (99th 

percentile). 



 
 

Writing Score (freshmen) 

The freshmen in the comparative group had an overall average of 112.1 with a 

standard deviation of 5.6.  Southeastern’s average was 108.8 (more than 1/2 of a 

standard deviation below the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 100 

(0th percentile) to 121 (92nd percentile). 

 
 

Writing Score (sophomores) 

The sophomores in the comparative group had an overall average of 112.0 with a 

standard deviation of 5.4.  Southeastern’s average was 112.4 (slightly above the 

national average).  Individual scores ranged from 100 (0th percentile) to 125 (99th 

percentile). 

 



Writing Score (juniors) 

The juniors in the comparative group had an overall average of 113.3 with a 

standard deviation of 5.4.  Southeastern’s average was 111.4 (about 1/3 of a  

standard deviation below the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 100 

(0th percentile) to 125 (99th percentile). 

 
 
 

Writing Score (seniors) 

The seniors in the comparative group had an overall average of 114.1 with a 

standard deviation of 5.5.  Southeastern’s average was 111.1 (a little more than ½ 

standard deviation below the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 100 

(0th percentile) to 124 (98th percentile). 

 
 

Conclusion:  Our freshmen are coming in closer to the national average than they 

have in the past.  By the time they are sophomores we have gotten them to above 

the national average.  Then they drop off as juniors and seniors.  Again, this may 

be the result of us increasing the size of our honors classes the last couple of years 

and hopefully our junior scores will increase once those extra honors students hit 

the junior level (next year). 

 



Class     SE Writing Average    National Writing Average 

Freshmen      108.8     112.1 

Sophomores      112.4     112.0 

Juniors      111.4     113.3 

Seniors      111.1     114.1 

 

Mathematics Score (for all SE students) 

The comparative group had an overall average of 112.0 with a standard deviation 

of 5.9.  Southeastern’s average was 110.5 (about ¼ standard deviation below the 

national average).  Individual scores ranged from 100 (0th percentile) to 128 (99th 

percentile). 

 
 

 

Mathematics Score (freshmen) 

The freshmen in the comparative group had an overall average of 111.5 with a 

standard deviation of 5.8.  Southeastern’s average was 109.8 (about 1/3 standard 

deviation below the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 102 (3rd 

percentile) to 122 (93rd percentile). 

 



Mathematics Score (sophomores) 

The sophomores in the comparative group had an overall average of 111.0 with a 

standard deviation of 5.6.  Southeastern’s average was 110.8 (right at the national 

average).  Individual scores ranged from 100 (0th percentile) to 127 (99th 

percentile). 

 
 

 

Mathematics Score (juniors) 

The juniors in the comparative group had an overall average of 112.4 with a 

standard deviation of 6.1.  Southeastern’s average was 110.0 (a little more than 1/3 

of a standard deviation below the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 

100 (0th percentile) to 122 (90th percentile). 

 
 

 

Mathematics Score (seniors) 

The seniors in the comparative group had an overall average of 113.2 with a 

standard deviation of 6.2.  Southeastern’s average was 111.5 (about ¼ of a 

standard deviation below the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 102 

(1st percentile) to 128 (99th percentile). 



 
 
Conclusion:  As students progress through Southeastern’s general education program, 

their mathematics scores on the ETS continue to increase but with a slight dip from 

sophomore to junior year.  The biggest gain comes between junior and senior year. 
 

Class        SE Math Average       National Math Average 

Freshmen      109.8     111.5 

Sophomores      110.8     111.0 

Juniors      110.0     112.4 

Seniors      111.5     113.2 

 

 

Humanities Score (for all SE students) 

The comparative group had an overall average of 113.4 with a standard deviation of 

6.6.  Southeastern’s average was 111.5 (less than 1/3 of a standard deviation below 

the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 100 (0th percentile) to 130 (a 

perfect score!). 

 
 

 

 



Humanities Score (freshmen) 

The freshmen in the comparative group had an overall average of 112.6 with a 

standard deviation of 6.4.  Southeastern’s average was 110.3 (a little more than 1/3 

standard deviation below the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 100 

(0th percentile) to 128 (98th percentile). 

 
 
Humanities Score (sophomores) 

The sophomores in the comparative group had an overall average of 113.0 with a 

standard deviation of 6.4.  Southeastern’s average was 112.8 (right at the national 

average).  Individual scores ranged from 101 (1st percentile) to 130 (a perfect score!). 

 
 
Humanities Score (juniors) 

The juniors in the comparative group had an overall average of 114.2 with a standard 

deviation of 6.6.  Southeastern’s average was 111.3 (less than ½ standard deviation 

below the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 100 (0th percentile) to 127 

(96th percentile). 



 
 

Humanities Score (seniors) 

The seniors in the comparative group had an overall average of 114.9 with a 

standard deviation of 6.8.  Southeastern’s average was 111.8 (less than ½ of a 

standard deviation below the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 101 

(1st percentile) to 128 (96th percentile). 

 
 
Conclusion:  As students progress through Southeastern’s general education program, 

their humanities scores increase significantly from freshman to sophomore year, drop 

off junior year and then rebound somewhat senior year.  Again, this may be the result 

of us increasing the size of our honors classes the last couple of years and 

hopefully our junior scores will increase once those extra honors students hit the 

junior level (next year). 
 

Class     SE Humanities Average National Humanities Average 

Freshmen      110.3     112.6 

Sophomores      112.8     113.0 

Juniors      111.3     114.2 

Seniors      111.8     114.9 



Social Sciences Score (for all SE students) 

The comparative group had an overall average of 111.7 with a standard deviation of 

6.4.  Southeastern’s average was 110.2 (less than ¼ standard deviation below the 

national average).  Individual scores ranged from 100 (0th percentile) to 130 (a perfect 

score!). 

 
 

 

Social Sciences Score (freshmen) 

The freshmen in the comparative group had an overall average of 110.9 with a 

standard deviation of 6.2.  Southeastern’s average was 108.1 (about ½ of a 

standard deviation below the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 103 

(5th percentile) to 122 (92nd percentile). 

 
 

 

Social Sciences Score (sophomores) 

The sophomores in the comparative group had an overall average of 111.1 with a 

standard deviation of 6.2.  Southeastern’s average was 111.9 (above the national 

average).  Individual scores ranged from 100 (0th percentile) to 130 (a perfect 

score!). 



 
 
Social Sciences Score (juniors) 

The juniors in the comparative group had an overall average of 112.3 with a standard 

deviation of 6.4.  Southeastern’s average was 109.5 (less than ½ of a standard 

deviation below the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 102 (1st 

percentile) to 126 (97th percentile). 

 
 
Social Sciences Score (seniors) 

The seniors in the comparative group had an overall average of 113.2 with a standard 

deviation of 6.6.  Southeastern’s average was 111.4 (about ¼ of a standard deviation 

below the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 100 (0th percentile) to 126 

(96th percentile). 

 



Conclusion:  Freshmen at Southeastern start off with social sciences scores that are ½ 

standard deviation below the national average.  By the time they are sophomores, they 

are above the national average.  As juniors they fall back to ½ standard deviation 

below and then as seniors are only ¼ standard deviation below.  Again, this may be 

the result of us increasing the size of our honors classes the last couple of years and 

hopefully our junior scores will increase once those extra honors students hit the 

junior level (next year). 
 

Class  SE Total Score Average  National Total Score Average 

Freshmen      108.1     110.9 

Sophomores      111.9     111.1 

Juniors      109.5     112.3 

Seniors      111.4     113.2 

 

 

Natural Sciences Score (for all SE students) 

The comparative group had an overall average of 113.6 with a standard deviation 

of 6.2.  Southeastern’s average was 112.1 (about ¼ standard deviation below the 

national average).  Individual scores ranged from 100 (0th percentile) to 130 (a 

perfect score!). 

 
 

 

Natural Sciences Score (freshmen) 

The comparative group had an overall average of 112.8 with a standard deviation 

of 6.1.  Southeastern’s average was 111.5 (about ¼ of a standard deviation below 

the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 103 (3rd percentile) to 130 (a 

perfect score!). 



 
 

Natural Sciences Score (sophomores) 

The comparative group had an overall average of 112.9 with a standard deviation 

of 6.1.  Southeastern’s average was 112.4 (right at the national average).  

Individual scores ranged from 100 (0th percentile) to 127 (99th percentile). 

 
 

Natural Sciences Score (juniors) 

The comparative group had an overall average of 114.3 with a standard deviation 

of 6.2.  Southeastern’s average was 111.0 (about ½ standard deviation below the 

national average).  Individual scores ranged from 100 (0th percentile) to 130 (a 

perfect score). 

 



Natural Sciences Score (seniors) 

The comparative group had an overall average of 115.0 with a standard deviation 

of 6.2.  Southeastern’s average was 113.3 (about ¼ of a standard deviation below 

the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 104 (3rd percentile) to 130 (a 

perfect score!). 

 
 

 
Conclusion:  Freshmen at Southeastern start off with natural sciences scores that are ¼ 

standard deviation below the national average.  By the time they are sophomores, they 

are right at the national average.  As juniors they fall back to ½ standard deviation 

below and then as seniors are only ¼ standard deviation below.  Again, this may be 

the result of us increasing the size of our honors classes the last couple of years and 

hopefully our junior scores will increase once those extra honors students hit the 

junior level (next year). 

 

Class  SE Total Score Average  National Total Score Average 

Freshmen      111.5     112.8 

Sophomores      112.4     112.9 

Juniors      111.0     114.3 

Seniors      113.3     115.0 

 

Essay Score 

ETS only reports an overall national average for the essay score and does not parse 

it into different kinds of universities or into different classifications of students.  

The overall national average is 3.8 with a standard deviation of 1.1.  Possible 

scores range from 0 to 6.  Though all of the national averages reported above are 

through the Spring 2021 semester, ETS has not updated the national average for 

the essay score since Spring 2019. 

 

 

 



Students at all levels 

Southeastern’s average was 3.6 (slightly below the national average).  Individual 

scores ranged from 1 to 6. 

 

Freshmen 

Southeastern’s freshmen average was 3.4 (a little less than 1/2 of a standard 

deviation below the national average).  Individual scores ranged from 1 to 5. 

 

Sophomores 

Southeastern’s sophomore average was 3.7 (right at the national average) 

Individual scores ranged from 1 to 6. 

 

Juniors 

Southeastern’s junior average was 3.6 (slightly below the national average) 

Individual scores ranged from 1 to 5. 

 

Seniors 

Southeastern’s senior average was 3.9 (slightly above the national average) 

Individual scores ranged from 1 to 6. 

 

 
 
 

Differences between classifications (value-added) 

 
To test for value-added, a One-way ANOVA is run to test the null hypothesis 

 
Ho:  Fresh = Soph = Jr = Sr  

vs. 

H1:  There is a difference somewhere 

 
First we need to check the ANOVA assumption of approximately equal variances among 

the groups so Levene’s test is run. 



 

 
 
Since all p-values (Sig.) are greater than .05 (although one is very close) then we consider 

the assumption of equal variances to be met.   Now to test for equal means. 

 

 



The p-values from this One-way ANOVA are significant at the p<.05 level for 

Writing, and Social Science.  The Total Score is also close (p=.101) but not quite 

statistically significant. 

 

Now to find WHERE the differences are, Tukey’s Multiple Comparison Tests are 

run. 

 

For the Writing Score, seniors statistically significantly outscore freshmen and for 

Social Science the seniors and sophomores statistically significantly outscore the 

freshmen. 

 

 
 
Differences between genders 

 

Here we are testing the hypotheses 

 

Ho: Female = Male 

vs. 

H1: Female  Male 



 
 
The females outscored the males in 8 of the 9 areas (Essay, Total Score, Critical 

Thinking, Reading, Writing, Humanities, Social Science and Natural Science).  The 

males had higher scores in Math. The only statistically significant differences were in 

Writing (p=.009) and Humanities (p=.012) with the females being higher in each.   

 

 
Pearson Correlation Coefficients 

There is a statistically significant (p < .001) positive correlation (r =.61) between ACT 

and TotalScore on the exam.  ACT is also statistically significantly correlated (p<.001) 

with every subarea with the strongest being Math (r=.54) and the weakest being Essay 

(r=.41). 

 

Southeastern GPA is also statistically significantly correlated (p<.001) with the 

TotalScore and every subarea but not as strongly correlated as ACT.  The subarea best 

predicted by GPA is Writing (r=.32).  The subarea least predicted by GPA is Essay 

(r=.16). 

 



 
 

 

Differences between races 

 

Of the 200 students, 135 identified as White, 38 as Native American, 12 as 

Hispanic, 13 as Black, 2 as Asian and 6 preferred not to answer. 

 

 



 

 
 

Because of the low numbers of Asians, Blacks and Hispanics, no statistical 

analysis could be done comparing those groups with the other groups.  However, 

Native Americans were compared to Whites but no statistically significant 

differences were found.  As we gather more data in future years we will hopefully 

have enough students in each category to make all needed comparisons.  In the 

meantime, we can at least give the averages for each of the ethnic categories. 

 

 
 

Ignoring the two Asian students (because of the very low sample size), the Native 

American students scored the highest in Total Score (as they did last year) but 

there is virtually no difference between Hispanics, Native Americans and Whites.  

The 12 Blacks (a small sample size) did seem to score a bit lower though. 

 



In Critical Thinking, the Whites scored the highest (as they did last year) with the Native 

Americans being very close, but with the Blacks and Hispanics lagging a bit behind. 

 

In Reading, the Native Americans scored the highest (as they did last year) but all the 

groups scored virtually the same. 

 

In Writing, the Native Americans scored the highest but all the groups were very close. 

 

The Hispanics also scored the highest in Math and all the other groups were considerably 

behind. 

 

In Humanities, the two Asians scored very high followed by the Whites, Native 

Americans and Hispanics (all virtually tied) with the Blacks being further behind. 

 

In the Social Sciences, the Whites scored the highest but all the groups were very close. 

 

In the Natural Sciences, the Blacks and Asians scored the highest with Whites and Native 

Americans being very close but with the Hispanics being considerable behind. 

 

In Essay, the Hispanics scored the highest (as they did last year) with the Blacks and 

Asians being considerably behind. 

 
Some of the differences in race listed above may be explained by beginning ability. 

Native Americans and Whites come in with the highest ACT scores (21.94 and 

21.91), a full 3 points ahead of Blacks (18.91) and almost a point and a half ahead of 

Hispanics (20.55). However, a year ago, the Blacks only had an average ACT of 17.5 

so progress has been made.  Native Americans also have the highest GPA of all the 

races. 

 
 



Online vs. Traditional 
There is no statistically significant correlation between “the percentage of gen ed hours 

taken online” and the TotalScore (r=.021, p=.775).  This means we cannot predict how 

well our students will do on the TotalScore based on the percentage of online general 

education hours that they have taken. 

 
There were 22 students (out of 207) in this year’s dataset that took the majority of their 

general education classes online.  In 2018-19 there were 12 such students (out of 234) 

and in 2019-20 there were 15 (out of 157), so the percentage this year (10.6%) is up quite 

a bit compared to 2018-19 (5.1%) and up slightly from 2019-20 (9.6%). 

 

The 22 students in this year’s dataset who took the majority of their courses online 

underperformed compared to the other students.  Note, that this is still a small 

sample, but the results are almost identical to those obtained in the previous two 

years’ worth of data. 

 
 

In every measure, the students who took the majority of their general education 

online scored lower than their counterparts.  Not all of the differences are 

statistically significant however, including GPA, Critical Thinking, Writing and 

Social Sciences.  The differences that are most striking are the Composite ACT 

where those taking the majority online have an average ACT of 19 vs. 22 for those 

in face-to-face courses.  I believe the explanation for this is that our honors 

students tend to take most of their courses face-to-face.  The other main difference 

is in Total Score (427.3 vs. 432.5) but I believe the difference in ACT scores 

explains the difference in Total Score as well as the other subscores. 

 
Overall Conclusions 

Though one might have expected there to be a “hiccup” when it came to this year’s 

scores due to the pandemic and the rush to move things online in the Spring of 2020, 

it turns out that that didn’t happen at all.  Our students scored higher on the Total 

Score than they ever have before (albeit very slightly).  In the meantime, the national 

average fell by over 4 points.  This means that our sophomores actually scored higher 

than the national average for the first time ever on this exam. 



One reason for this (other than the great professors we have here at Southeastern and 

their heroic effort during the pandemic) is that our ACT scores are also up due to 

increasing the size of our honors program.  Our juniors and seniors performed 

similarly to how they did the last couple of years, and not quite as well as the 

sophomores, but when our larger crop of honors students hits the junior level (next 

year) then those scores will hopefully be up as well. 

 

Our online students do not do quite as well as our traditional face-to-face students but 

it seems the differences can be found in the entering ability of those students and not 

in the courses themselves. 

 

Overall, there is much to be proud of in these results especially considering what we 

went through the last year or two and there are plenty of reasons to be excited about 

the future at Southeastern. 


