
The department of English, Humanities, and Languages (EHL) proposes to offer 

a capstone course for the Bachelor of Science in Liberal Arts and Sciences (BSLAS) 

which would enable BSLAS students to integrate and synthesize the interdisciplinary 

learning of their degree programs. The course would also facilitate academic assessment of the 

BSLAS degree. EHL suggests a three-credit capstone course in which students would articulate 

the ways in which multiple disciplinary perspectives contribute to the exploration and 

understanding of a common theme (e.g. “humans and their environments” “the sources and uses 

of knowledge,” “utility and pleasure”). Students would complete a trans-disciplinary project 

(research-based, creative, or applied), designed in consultation with the course professor, which 

would demonstrate the application of their acquired knowledge. The course would provide a 

structure for students to knit together diverse strands of knowledge into a coherent whole; the 

common theme would give faculty and students a common ground on which to work, 

while simultaneously allowing for diversity in perspectives, approaches, and pursuits. 

The BSLAS capstone course would help students to find and understand an underlying 

coherence to their university education without a traditionally-defined major. 

 

We also suggest that the Faculty Senate appoint a committee to provide 

academic oversight of the BSLAS degree, with representatives from multiple disciplines 

across campus. This committee could be responsible for program modifications as 

indicated by the assessment data. Assessment data could be collected from the capstone course, 

facilitated by the Chair of EHL. Dependent upon enrollments, we anticipate offering 

approximately 3 sections of the course per semester, primarily online. We would ask for an LAS 

prefix for the course, and suggest that the 3 credits count towards any of the 7 disciplinary 

categories designated for the degree requirements, to be determined in consultation with an 

advisor according to the needs of individual students. The EHL department offers to take the 

initiative in bringing these modifications to the appropriate faculty committees for consideration. 

 

If the proposed capstone course is approved, the EHL department anticipates 

applying for a grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities (NEH) to 

provide additional financial support for developing the course. The NEH Enduring 

Questions grant program supports faculty members in the preparation of a new course 

on a fundamental concern of human life; the aim of the grant program is to demonstrate 

the interconnectedness of multiple disciplinary perspectives and their application to 
contemporary life. 

http://www.neh.gov/grants/education/enduring-questions

