
Faculty Senate Executive Committee (EC) Meeting Notes 
May 27,2020, 2:00 p.m., via Zoom 

 
In Attendance: Chair Randy Clark, Kate Shannon, Chris Moretti, William Fridley, Dan Althoff, 
Kay Daigle, Rhonda Richards 
 
Chair Clark called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. 
 
No old business to discuss 
 
Documents received by chair Clark (as FS Chair and as faculty representative on the COVID-19 
Recovery Task Force and Sub-Committee on Instruction) were sent to the EC for review before 
the meeting.  These included an email sent to Task Force chair Liz McGraw (Randy Clark cc) 
from Karl Frinkle, SE AAUP Chapter president requesting, on behalf of the chapter, that the 
lines of communication between faculty and the Task Force be clear, open, and transparent and 
that agendas and minutes of the meetings be publicized. There were two emails from 
concerned faculty who favored flexibility for faculty to choose to teach fall courses online due 
to safety concerns and academic concerns about the quality of face-to-face courses in 
pandemic conditions.  A formal Task Force Proposal dated 5/22/2020 (from William and Carolyn 
Fridley written as faculty members) and a formal proposal to the FS EC to forward to the Task 
Force, titled “Re-imagining the Conditions of the Academic Experience on Campus” (dated 
5/27/2020 from William and Carolyn Fridley as senators).  Both proposals will be forwarded to 
the Task Force Sub-Committee on Instruction. 
 
Today’s meeting is to discuss the COVID-19 recovery plan for SOSU in light of faculty input to 
the Faculty Senate, and to consider the FS’s contributions to the discussion. 
 
SOSU and the COVID-19 Recovery Task Force will use recommendations and guidelines from 
the Center for Disease Control (CDC), American College Health Association (ACHA), SOSU 
administration, and the Governor of Oklahoma. The CDC has also issued considerations for 
higher education including face masks, modified layouts, etc.  ACHA has issued a document for 
higher education and returning to campus, “Considerations for Reopening Institutions of Higher 
Education in the COVID-19 Era.”  
 
The proposals from Senators William Fridley and Carolyn Fridley will be forwarded to the Sub-
Committee on Instruction for the COVID-19 recovery plan for SOSU 
 
The sub-committee on instruction will focus on eight bullet points on pages 4-5 of the ACHA 
document (section “Instruction and Learning Environments).  The goal is to safely resume in- 
person instruction. 
 
Discussion of the eight bullet points in the ACHA document led to an agreement that a 
statement should be drafted for Faculty Senate approval.  
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Specific points of consideration that the Sub-Committee on Instruction will review (included in 
the EC Agenda). 
 
1. Which programs and courses affected? – should be decided at faculty level with department 
chair approval. 
2. Hybrid courses for the foreseeable future. 
3. Limit on in-person meetings. 
4. Development of physical distancing for courses – students at least six feet apart as well as 
traffic coming in and out of classroom and building 
5. Attendance – seating charts, faculty should not “police” compliance of COVID-19 policies 
6. Employees – potential for daily questionnaires regarding health – “self-monitoring” 
7. Plans for courses that do not permit 100% online learning 
8. Development of attendance and excuse policies.  
 
The goal of today’s meeting is to submit a statement to the Faculty Senate for approval which 
could then be forwarded to the Sub-Committee as a Faculty Senate endorsed statement. The 
items suggested in this statement are: 
 
1) Faculty choice, in consultation with department chair, for mode of delivery 
2) Suggested timeline for a decision – June 30, 2020 seems reasonable 
3) No tuition adjustment for courses scheduled for face-to-face transitioning to online.  
4) Instructors personally contacting students enrolled in the courses to explain changes. 
5) Adequate access to technology for both students and faculty, on and off campus. 
6) Space for students with laptops to work in a physically distanced environment with Internet 
access. 
 
Notes submitted by Senator Rhonda Richards, Faculty Senate Recorder 
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