
Freshman Convocation Speech, Fall 2014 !
Each year the Chair of the Faculty Senate is invited to speak at Freshman Convocation and 
greeting the incoming class and their parents.  Here is the speech by Chris Moretti for the 
Convocation on August 16, 2014: !
It is my pleasure today to welcome you to campus on behalf of the Southeastern faculty.  For 
many of us this is one of the best times of the year.  Each incoming class brings with it an energy 
and excitement that you can’t top or find anywhere else.  It’s one of our favorite times because 
while the Southeastern faculty are true scholars in their fields, we are also dedicated teachers - 
and that means our focus is on you, the students. !
In addition to welcoming you to campus this is also a chance for me to pass on a few words of 
advice.  The next four years are going to present you with all sorts of opportunities.  There will 
be many social opportunities of course:  great athletic events like the Southeastern football and 
volleyball games that will be starting in just a few weeks. We’ll have cultural events like concerts 
and plays throughout the year; and events that involve all of campus like Homecoming in the fall 
and the Springfest competition in April.  You will have many chances to get involved in both the 
campus and the wider community such as the Martin Luther King Jr. “Day of Service”.  But to 
the faculty most important is the huge range of academic opportunities that you will have, and I 
urge you to seize these with both hands.   !
I remember back in my first semester in college I had a good friend named Kurt.  One day he 
excitedly burst into the dorm common room after seeing his advisor and signing up for the next 
spring’s courses.  “I got into that course I wanted, and it’s going to be great”, he said.  “I hear it’s 
an easy C!”.   Needless to say he was not taking advantage of everything college had to offer.  In 
the semesters ahead you should strive for more than that “easy C” and get the most from the next 
four years.   Throw yourself wholeheartedly into your education.  We have truly outstanding 
faculty in every area across campus, and each one of them and every course that they teach has 
something to offer you - take them up on that offer.  Unlike students at large schools many of 
your classes will be small ones and you can get a lot more individual attention.  Use that 
opportunity to get to know both your professors and your classmates. Go beyond the required 
minimums. Take courses that will challenge you, and be actively engaged in the classes you take.  
Do that and you’ll have a truly amazing time at Southeastern and the faculty will be behind you 
every step of the way. !
Thank you.


