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A Class Discussion with Dewey Briscoe  

Note: Dewey was an invited speaker for Dr. Tara Hembrough’s Written and Visual Media 
Course in fall 2016. In the current unit, the students were reading literature about the nature of 
war and peace in recent decades. Before the class began that day, Dewey, the class members, and 
I had talked about what kinds of questions might be appropriate. Here are some excerpts of this 
conversation. 

DB: War is something that is very romanticized within our culture, but it’s a limited 
romanticism. Because we always think about how noble it is to fight and how wonderful it is to 
do something noble. But we never think about the repercussions of that. There’s an after effect 
that we forget about. It becomes an afterthought. The way we view the act and the idea are 
completely separate from the outcome. 

TH: How are they separate? 

DB: We have this stigma behind the traumatized soldier, and it goes back to the Vietnam era, 
especially because, I say, we romanticized all the wars, and at the time, we really didn’t yet, but 
looking back on it, it carries that sense in modern generations. So it’s still there, but at the time, 
we had the horrible trope of the guy that was all shell-shocked and running around acting crazy. 
It’s provided comic relief in so many different situations. But it’s horrible, because it’s a real 
thing; something that does happen. There’s various forms, there’s all types, and everybody 
suffers from it. You know when you look at The Odyssey [attributed to Homer], one hundred 
percent, that’s what it was. Odysseus’s battle with PTSD was trying to get back home. In the 
decade since I’ve been in Iraq, it’s all I wanted was to come back home. I fight every day as hard 
as I can, but that’s something that I have to realize. That part of me is gone. I’ll never get it back.  

Student 1: And that’s what’s separate is the soldier sees the repercussion, whereas, you know, 
someone that’s not, doesn’t. All we know is our foreign policy. We don’t really know what it 
does. We don’t really know what it does to people.  

DB: And then your battle back, that’s twice as hard. It was a lot better for me in Oklahoma than 
it was in Texas. I had some help in Oklahoma. My platoon sergeant on the WOD (Workout of 
the Day) team; his mom was the medical director at the VA’s, so I got a little bit of preferential 
treatment there when I phased out with a brain injury. But then when I got to Texas, I was in this 
giant system that I don’t know how to navigate, and they’re so exhausted, there’s nothing you 
can do anyway. They’re understaffed, they’re underfunded. They’re averaging five hundred to 
six hundred patients per doctor. I was having a lot of problems mentally, and I was trying to 
figure it all out and make sense of it all. I was in a horrible place, and I was trying to get help. I 
was doing everything I could to get help and to be here and happy. Now, I blew out the ligament 
that holds your bicep tendon in the groove. So my bicep is just kind of sitting in my armpit 
getting ground and ground on. It’s been a year, and I’ve got another three and a half weeks 
before I’ll get that fixed. It’s little things like that.  

I enlisted to go to college. I was from a lower middle-class family. I saw what life was like for 
them, and I wanted something else. But I wasn’t the best. I was a horrible student. Scholarships 
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and everything out the window. I was capable, but that wasn’t the kind of work that I wanted to 
do. I joined the army to go to college, and I end up getting sent to Iraq instead. You know, you 
don’t have time to go [to college] anyways. So then you get back, and they’re constantly 
chipping away at your benefits. Every year since I’ve been at Southeastern, we’ve taken some 
kind of hit to the G.I. Bill or something else. Luckily, I don’t even have to mess with that 
because that would be horrible. You’re promised a competitive edge. That’s the whole premise 
of the G.I. Bill. It’s to help you play catch-up. To help you become functional once again in 
society. That’s what it’s there for. I mean, that doesn’t happen. You all know as well as I do, that 
a bachelor’s degree is nothing more than our generation’s high-school diploma. That’s it. So in 
sixty months, I’m maxed out, and that’s all it’s providing me. How am I going to be competitive? 
On top of that, when you look at what I’ve done in the army, I’ve enriched uranium, I’ve 
cultivated anthrax spore form, I’ve built a dirty bomb out of shit you’d find under your sink. My 
initial class to do what I’d done, it was forty hours straight of advanced inorganic chemistry, and 
then it was forty hours straight of organic chemistry. And then we had a test that took our class 
size from seventy-something down to sixteen. So I do all of that, and I come here, and they give 
me three credit hours. So, it doesn’t even count as a science course. I’ve reinflated a lung, and 
I’ve got to take a first-aid class. It’s horrible. 

Student 2: In one of the stories we’re going to go over today [from Phil Klay’s Redeployment], 
they talk about the bullsh*t politics and bureaucrats and what they [the soldiers] are supposed to 
do but don’t do. Do you believe that that’s true? 

DB: What do you mean? 

Student 2: Well, in one story [“Money as a Weapons System”], they talk about instead of 
helping them [the Iraqi people] get water and something to eat, they teach them how to play 
baseball and stuff like that. 

DB: You’re talking about. . . . when I deployed, I was on a police transition team, so there were 
thirteen of us. We were on a Polish base in Al-Kut, Iraq. It’s actually where Saddam [Hussein] 
got his airstrikes in Iran from. I actually have a really funny picture of me peeing on the Iranian 
border. Probably should’ve brought that. We were in charge of training Iraqi police, army, and 
highway patrol in the province of Al Wasit, which is in the southeastern portion of the country. 

Student 2: What kind of police force did they have? 

DB: That’s what I’m getting to. Bear with me. Basically, they just sent us down there to generate 
reports, to look like we were doing something, and that’s all we ended up really doing, 
essentially. Because that’s all we could do, so we had all these spots around the province that we 
had to hit. All these different headquarters and everything else. Pretty much all we were doing 
was running the roads, going from point A to point B, b*tching at them, ‘Why don’t you have 
this? Why don’t you have that?’ Every once in a while, we’d get guns to give them, and that’s 
pretty much all we did. Then, you’re having to do everything through a translator. Our translators 
go home every night. And they’d have to come back and work with us, and you know there’s 
some corruption there because they’re able to do their jobs without getting shot and everything 
else. So then you’ve got your police force, which is all carry-overs from Saddam’s regime 
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because who else is there that can do it, has any kind of experience, or even knows what’s going 
on? But you have to take the good with the bad. At the same time, when you’re running around 
doing all this stuff, doing nothing but making paperwork; I mean it looks great on paper, but are 
you really accomplishing what you set out to do? No. And at the same time, this creates 
frustrations within you trying to do it because all you want to do is do your job and go home, but 
nobody will let you. It sucks. 

Student 3: I think something that you told me that I had forgotten about was your translator. The 
guy that you’re still in touch with.  

DB: Ali. 

Student 3: The trust that you had to have because you know that he had offers to work with the 
enemy, basically.  

DB: Well, I mean, everybody was on a double payroll. So, I knew he was letting stuff slide, so 
that way he’d be all right. But as long as he was letting stuff slide, they’d let him make it. So, it’s 
controlling what he knows. The psychological is as much a part of warfare as anything else is. 
So, it’s just knowing when to make those concessions. 

TH: We’ve been looking at, in this class, different visions of veterans. Can you tell me why 
different people went into the military, how they positioned themselves, how they created their 
identities, and how all of that worked together? 

DB: That’s a lot of questions. 

TH: Did you meet any people like you, or similar to you? Has your temperament changed? 

DB: Both. Okay, I started out artillery. So, we had about one hundred people in our battery. Four 
batteries, and a headquarters battalion, which is twice as big as a battery, make up a battalion. 
Four battalions compose a brigade. And then four brigades compose a combat team. So when 
you think about how many people that is, and then you have ten to twelve combat teams in one 
country, it gets to be a lot of people. So, it’s like a giant society within itself, so you’re naturally 
going to find your niche or your place that you fit into. You’re going to create your own spot. 
You’ve got your likeminded individuals, you’ve got your friends or your people that you get 
along with, and generally it goes down to your MOS or whatever else that has a lot to do with it. 
Because certain people, they have those reasons why they joined, and that dictates their job a lot. 
Here’s a big misconception: Everybody thinks you’ve got to be dumb to be infantry, right? 
Wrong. You’ve really got to be pretty smart to be infantry; they want an ASVAB (Armed 
Services Vocational Aptitude Battery) line score of like sixty, which is pretty high up there. The 
dumbest job in the army is military police, and that’s thirty-one. You’ve got to have thirty-one to 
pass.  

Student 3: I hope ya’ll don’t have any MP friends because he [Dewey] will sh*t all over them. 

DB: Oh, my God, I was attached to MP brigades, and I hate them. I cannot stand them. When 
you come from a combat background, you learn how to function a certain way, and then they just 
. . . it’s different. 
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Student 3: My granddad was taken out of high school to go fight in Korea. He was infantry as 
well. 

TH: So can you tell us reasons for people going over? 

DB: I wanted to go kill hajis. That was a big one when I came in. Because you have to 
remember, I’m a direct product of 9/11. On 12/11, literally, I was seventeen and enlisting. See, 
minimal age with parental consent. My mom was crying her eyes out and signing the papers on 
my seventeenth birthday because she knew that if she didn’t, I would hate her for the next year, 
and then I’d do it then anyway. 

Student 4: So, it was probably very hard for your parents, for you to be gone.  

DB: I think that’s part of the reason they hate me today. No, they don’t hate me, they’re just 
distant. And it’s because I was gone for so long, and they learned how to function without me 
because they had to. And so that’s a really hard part when you’re coming back into it is trying to 
rediscover your place.  

Student 4: Especially with your family? 

Student 3: The battle to get back home is so hard, and for some soldiers, they never get there. 
Have you found anything that helps you to decompress from all of that? 

DB: Knock people the **** out.  

Student 3: Boxing, right? 

DB: That’s what sucked about my arm. Fishing. That’s the thing; I have to keep myself moving 
because if I don’t, I think, and if I got time to think, I go crazy.  

TH: Looking back, did you have a family military history? 

DB: A huge history of family. That’s probably part of it. My uncle went to Vietnam. My cousin 
went to Desert Storm; my grandpa did World War II.  

TH: Would you say that was a part of your reasoning for wanting to join, this family history? 

DB: I fell for a lie. Straight up, a hook line and sinker. I fell for a lie. That’s why I joined.  

Student 3: Didn’t you say you joined because of 9/11? 

Student 5: So did you actually go in combat? 

DB: Yes, ma’am. 

Student 5: Was there any crazy parts that you just remember, intense? I’m sure it was all intense 
but . . . 

DB: You ever seen that movie Jarhead? It’s my favorite war movie. You know why? Because 
that’s what it’s like. Ninety-five percent of the time, it’s boring. And then you get the occasional 
. . . I mean as far as direct engagements go, they were all over pretty quick. Generally, it’s just 
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two or three guys with a couple of guns and one magazine. Not a whole lot of rounds. Then they 
scatter, and it’s gone before it was over. It’s a whole bunch of pop shots. And then you’re driving 
along, and you’re upside down.  

Student 3: I think he [Klay] does a good job of that, too, in the book. Showing that it’s ninety 
percent boring, just nothing. And then, bam, just out of nowhere. 

DB: And that’s why you can’t get complacent and lazy. Because it’s just little things. 

Student 3: Did it surprise you ever in those moments? Because my grandpa always told me it 
surprised him when the combat did come and how his training took over to go forward into the 
fire. Did it surprise you? 

DB: No. You train like you fight. That’s one of the mottos; that’s what it is. Everything in the 
army is broken down to an eighth-grade level, so that way, it’s fundamentally understandable. 
Everybody can understand it. And when everybody knows what to do, it gets done. When you 
drill, it’s through simplicity, but it’s repetitive. And that’s why, because you fall back to your 
highest level of training. When you don’t know what to do, a reaction takes over. It takes 10,000 
times for an action to become muscle memory. So that’s why we sit there on the ranch, and we 
do this . . . all day. Because you come up, and you’re ready. A target comes up, and you’re right 
there with it.  

Student 3: That’s what all the regiment is about. Building that muscle memory. 

DB: That’s also why we fire at silhouettes instead of bull’s eyes. That was one of the corrections 
they made after I or II. I think it was World War II because in Vietnam, the jungle canopies were 
getting annihilated. And it’s because people weren’t shooting at the people, they were shooting at 
the trees. So when we make that connect, then it’s just like the ranch, when you see that 
silhouette pop out, you’re chasing it.  

Student 5: I know in one of the stories in the book [Redeployment], it talks about the difference 
of actually having the paper silhouette versus an actual person. The difference there. Did you 
realize if that was something you struggled with? I know in the book it talked about that.  

DB: None of that bothered me. All that stuff, I felt like I was ready for it. It was everything else 
that really messed me up. It was the humanitarian stuff. It was seeing the little kid selling donuts 
at the conventional headquarters. And him chasing through the sh*t water to make a couple of 
bucks. Or it was the little dudes at the haji marts learning how to speak English by watching our 
movies, so when you try to haggle with them, it’s like talking to a wise guy telling you to stop 
busting their balls. It was little stuff like that that got to you. Because you see these people just 
going through their lives, just trying to make it. And there you are. And there’s a fine line 
between a freedom fighter, and a terrorist. If they came over here, we’d have every redneck in 
the world with their guns ready to go at them, so how am I any different?  

Student 3: Is it hard for you to trust people now?  

DB: No. If anything, it made me more willing to do so. Because when humanity shows itself 
there, you know it’s capable of doing so anywhere. And people will surprise you if you let them.  
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Student 5: In the story that I presented [with a group for the class], “War Stories,” it talked about 
two friends, and he had a woman interviewing him for a play. And she wanted to more about the 
war aspects, you know, what happened in the war. And he was more worried about saying thank 
you to those that helped him. Do you feel that way, too? 

DB: A whole lot. It’s like that poem [Yusef] Komunyakaa wrote, where he’s thinking about 
everything that saved his life in Vietnam. I mean that’s how it was, the little connections that I 
made there. He’s talking about . . . . I talk about him all the time.  

Student 3: Well, all your war stories are just about your friends and stuff.  

DB: I don’t do combat. It’s not that I don’t want to; I don’t need to. It’s irrelevant. That’s not 
what defines us. It’s what we do in the absence of combat that defines us. Because all that is our 
job; anything else is extra. 

Student 3: Your job isn’t your life. 

DB: That’s right! That’s our American plight. 

Student 3: That’s the thing that we’re always rebelling against, is that what you do as a 
profession does not define you. That’s why hobbies are so important to me. Because that’s what 
defines you more so than your job. 

DB: What kills you is when you start bringing it home.  

TH: So we’ve been talking throughout the semester about these war-related stories. When 
veterans come home, do they like talking about being a veteran? Do they self-identify? Do they 
want people asking about it?  

DB: When someone thanks me for my service, it’s the weirdest thing in the world. There are 
some people who get offended if you don’t. But they’re on some kind of power trip anyway. 
That’s the whole thing about it. If it’s for the right reasons . . . I know I done it, and that’s good 
enough, and there’s enough there to remind me, and that’s what that stuff does. Something like 
this, an academic setting, I love it, because it’s an opportunity to educate, but outside of that, 
unless we’re passing time, I’m not saying anything about it. It’s close people only. 

Student 6: How do you feel about the media’s involvement in the war? Like how they are 
presenting it to the civilians? 

DB: My unit picked up the guy [a reporter] from Rolling Stones; he did a story over them while 
they were over there, so I think you could still find it.1 It’s in Fort Apache, Iraq; there’s a video 
and a big, long story. When it comes to all that, I support it. Because it keeps all the stupid stuff 
from happening. People say, ‘Oh, we can’t defend ourselves, because the media’s here to tie our 
hands behind our back.’ That’s crap. For one, they were never in combat. And they have no clue 
what it’s like to truly be threatened. Or two, they’re just a dumbass. Because you inherently have 
the right to defend yourself. It’s insensible to start shooting because someone’s shooting at you. 

                                                           
1 https://www.rollingstone.com/politics/news/open-thread-fort-apache-iraq-20060630 
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Because that’s how, what are they called, ‘innocent bystanders’? Collateral damage. When 
you’re fighting a war, like our recent ones, you’re not so much fighting an enemy as you’re 
fighting an idea and a culture. Because we are perceived as attacking that idea and culture, 
because we are invaders of the homeland. We really are. On top of that, we invaded Iraq under 
false pretenses, and against the advice of everybody. That’s why Obama got the blame thrown on 
him. It was horrible. When you got all that shit going on, it’s crazy enough so. People don’t like 
you, and when you just start shooting shit because of it, people are going to like you even less, 
and you’re going to be fighting more of a war. Back to where I lost myself, with your rules of 
engagement, you have to have positive identification on the target. That means you cannot shoot 
unless you see what is shooting at you. It’s basic common sense. I never felt limited by any of it. 
I always liked their [the media’s] involvement because it would eliminate the good as well as the 
bad. That’s the thing, you have to have both, so you can find the middle ground. Get a true 
sentiment. So, when you’ve got your military reporters and your civilian reporters, then it’s, you 
know . . . 

Student 3: Do you feel like sometimes their portrayal of the war can be not how it really is? 

DB: I don’t see it through their eyes. They form their opinions by things that they viewed being 
embedded. Certain things shaped that. I would like to think that might have been different if they 
saw me. But, at the same time, you really can’t blame a person for thinking and feeling how they 
do; that’s what makes this crazy world work. If we all thought the same, we would have died off 
a long time ago. 

TH: We’ve talked about a theme that has come up in these two books [Klay’s Redeployment and 
Kevin Powers’s The Yellow Birds], the idea of brotherhood. The idea of having these people, like 
brothers. In the books, it’s mostly men, mostly male soldiers. So, brotherhood and trying to find 
that brotherhood coming back home. Trying to recapture that sense of understanding of people, 
who know that identity, your veteran identity.  

DB: That’s why he’s my only friend [referring to Student 3, another male]. I don’t have anybody 
that I served with, anywhere close to me. I’ve got a two and half, three hour drive to come close 
to it. But, on top of that, that’s still hard for me because I left the unit on bad terms, I guess you 
could say. Because we were gearing up for redeployment. We’d been home for a year. We were 
getting ready to go back, and that’s when I took the job with [unspecified group], and when the 
guys that were at Delta with us at [unspecified place], they were on foot patrol. A car rolls down, 
pulls a pistol out, fires off a pop-shot, and catches him in the jaw. I abandoned them. That 
happened. I don’t know. It was just one of those things. We’re dudes, so we’ve never met up and 
talked it out.  

TH: Would you wear the [Army logo] hat? 

DB: F*ck no. I’m not trying to get beat up or nothing. I’m not one of those patriotic douche bags. 
I know what I did, and that’s good enough. I don’t need you to recognize me, I’m comfortable 
with it. There are people out there that, it’s not so much that they’re being a douche, it’s due to a 
lot of that nostalgia and camaraderie and everything else. But I don’t like people anyways. I’ve 
never been a real social person. I’ve had a lot of acquaintances, but never a whole lot of friends. I 
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mean there’s people out there that do it, and that’s what it comes down to, all that. And they like 
doing all the VFW stuff, where they get back together and play army. I want to forget about all 
that stuff; I want to move on. I never liked the army. I liked the idea. I liked the thought of it. But 
I never liked the conformity. Not even that, it’s just, I like to ask questions. And that is frowned 
on. And that is because people didn’t have the answer. Well, they didn’t think to ask why. And 
then you do that, and their intelligence is offended, and then they’re like, ‘Because I f*cking said 
so!’ And you’re like, ‘Okay, dude, come on. If you could tell me legitimately why I’m doing 
this, it would make sense to me, and I’d probably do it and smile.’ People are just assholes.  

So, then I kept trying to go Special Operations. I wanted to do more. So, that’s when I tried 
transferring to the Navy because they were going to give me EOD, or Explosive Ordinance 
Demolitions, right out of the gate, which is part of their Special Forces program, and I had 
everything signed off. Brigade and Battalion Commanders came down to my Unit Commander, 
and he said, ‘Give me a couple of months; I’ve got something. If you’ll do that, I’ll give you 
whatever you want.’ And I said, ‘Okay,’ and we sent one hundred and fifty men to Iraq on a 
security mission, and then I got a Special Operations assignment when I got back. So, I was done 
with the army, and well, not really. But that was awesome after that because I never really had to 
wear uniforms or shit like that. Y’all know what the difference between Special Operations and 
Special Forces is, right? The only two things we cared about were hair-care products and cool 
sunglasses. That’s right. 

Student 3: That carried over, it seems. You’ve got some nice hair. 

TH: So, any more questions? 

Student 7: After Vietnam, a lot of the returning veterans were met by protests. Did you have any 
of that, or has it taken longer for that kind of reaction to Iraq to happen? 

DB: Are you kidding me? I was one of the protestors. I was the president of the Oklahoma City 
chapter of the Iraq Veterans Against the War. We went to the DNC (Democratic National 
Committee) and RNC (Republican National Committee) both in 2008. We done a bunch of stuff 
like that. I was a big part of the movement, and I still applaud that. 

Student 3: Does it give you any kind of, not use, but--probably not you because you said you 
were part of that mission but--I bet that makes it hard for some soldiers coming back with a 
complex. 

DB: That was another one of the reasons for the discord with my whole unit. You had me, [name 
of person in unit], [second person’s name], and [third person’s name]. I mean I still talk to those 
guys, very regularly. Well, [first person] was at Echo, [second person] was in Baghdad, and 
[third person] was in Baghdad, so they weren’t really there with me, but it goes back to that 
collective, and things like that. Well, we gotta go to Baghdad like once a month to resupply. So, 
it’s weird. 

TH: We’ve been talking about, how are things different in wars today? 
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DB: I think you’re talking about how there are not wars between one standing army and another 
standing army. It’s like it’s all conflict now; they’re not wars. Four-dimensional battlefield.  

I feel like that makes it to where we’re further from peace than we were in the past. In that sense, 
nothing can really get settled. Because, like you said, you’re going over to Iraq, you’re fighting a 
culture, a people, and an ideology, not a standing army. It doesn’t really end. And, I think, in 
Redeployment, he [Klay] highlights that fact really well. I mean look at The Yellow Birds, about 
being in that city. Every year, we’re going to be in here fighting again.  

And that’s the way it was. Shit would always pop off around the holidays. It’s like activity would 
increase. Mortars and rockets were my alarm clock. Every night, we were on a small base, so 
there wasn’t anything you could do about it. You just sit there, and so your door would start 
rattling. And then it would stop, and it would rattle, and then it would stop. You just keep 
walking in, and it would get closer, and closer, and closer. And there’s nothing you could do but 
sit there and wait. We didn’t have the equipment or the personnel or anything else for 
countermeasures. So sometimes they’d hit; sometimes they wouldn’t. All we would do is park 
our vehicles in front of our porch. We were in concrete buildings, so that was good. But the door 
was a soft spot. And you’re putting up, so that’s somewhat covered. We didn’t have a post 
office. We didn’t have a PEX, Post Exchange Store. We didn’t have anything, but we had a gym, 
and I had a personal trainer. So I went from the army Ten Mile Team, running ninety to one 
hundred miles a week, to eating four meals a day, cramming weight for a team, lifting a whole 
bunch of weights. So I went from one hundred and twenty-five pounds to one hundred and 
eighty pounds, but I had to because I was lugging my body weight around, body armor, and my 
gear every day. So, then, sometimes you’d be hitting that midnight meal. Because you look at the 
calories you burn during the day, tolerating the heat, and then the heat inside all of that gear, and 
carrying all of that gear. Then everything else. 

TH: Like 130 degrees, right? Depending on where you are. 

DB: Yeah. That’s in the shade. You’ve got to keep working out. Because if you don’t, you’ll 
never be able to keep up the pace. And when you’re hungry and you have to eat, you’ll be 
coming back from the Defaq, and we’d have like about 600 yards just open field between our 
building and the Chow Hall, and I don’t know how many times, I’ve been in the middle of it, and 
mortars starting raining. Then it’s a mad dash to the bunker. And then one night, we got there. 
They were falling on us, we had to run to the bunker, and we ended up staying there for the next 
day and a half. They didn’t stop. That does something to your head. 

TH: So some students that I’ve had, they’ve said, ‘Dr. Hembrough, somebody got my parking 
spot.’  

It doesn’t matter. Soldiers are getting shot at over there.  

Or ‘I had a flat tire.’  

These are small inconveniences to us today. Does it feel easier, do you think? Coming back?  
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DB: That’s the thing. Because at first, all those little things like that are a million times bigger, 
and they blow up. After a while, you just kind of set in because you get so used to structure and 
routine. And then that changes, and then you finally find your place, and that’s when nothing 
else matters anymore. If you know where you belong, then the world’s good. I just think most 
veterans are stoned most of the time. Probably has a lot to do with it.  

TH: Do we have any more questions?  

Student 8: Did you see any of those big ass spiders? 

DB: Camel spiders? They’re only about the size of our tarantulas. When you’re looking at the 
picture, look at the guy’s sleeve cuff in the background. Nobody has three-foot sleeves. We 
actually have them here. When we deployed, we deployed out of Fort Louis, Washington. And 
part of the reason is because the Yakima Valley is real similar to Afghanistan and parts of Iraq, 
and they actually have a lot of the same plant life and wildlife. It’s not the same, but it’s similar. 
They’re related. I think they’ve got like twelve different species of camel spiders. 

TH: We have time for one more question.  

Student 9: So, when people complain about the heat in the summer, are you just like, really? 

DB: Sometimes it gets bad. Because I run. Fishing charters and stuff like that, we’ll just be 
sitting in the sun roasting, and everybody’s dying.  


