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Abstract:  “Cloud Computing is changing the way 
businesses and users interact with computers and 
mobile devices.” – Kris Jamsa, President/CTO of Jamsa
Media Group and Author. The Cloud is coming and 
coming big, even though we still don’t fully grasp its 
potential impact on our world. SaaS (Software as a 
Service), IaaS (Infrastructure as a Service), and PaaS
(Platform as a Service) are the three major on demand 
services being provided over the Cloud. With Microsoft’s 
awarded Windows Azure Educator Grant, each of our 
students was given an academic pass of worth $1,200 
market value to use the Windows Azure platform to try 
out various on demand cloud services. 

In one of the projects in our Distributed Networks 
course, each student was asked to implement the 
PaaS (Platform as a Service) on Windows Azure 
Cloud and deploy a PHP-MySQL cloud-based online 
registration web application using FTP. 

Summary:  Upon the completion of the project, each 
student has learned the following:  how to create a 
Windows Azure web site and a MySQL database using 
the Windows Azure Management Portal, how to reset 
deployment credentials, how to set up a WIMP 
(Windows, IIS server, PHP, MySQL) platform, how to 
add PHP code to enhance the Registration Application, 
how to build and test a web application locally, how to 
get the MySQL and FTP connection information/strings, 
and how to publish the application to Windows Azure 
using FTP.
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Phase-1: Create a Windows Azure web site and a 
MySQL database

Phase-2: Reset deployment credentials on the newly 
created website

Phase-5: Build and test the application locally after 
enhancing the application by adding the delete and 
data validation functions

Phase-3: Set up the WIMP (Windows, IIS Server, 
PHP, MySQL)

Phase-6: Get MySQL connection information and use it 
in all the PHP files.

Phase-8: Publish the Cloud-based Online Registration 
Web Application

Phase-4: Use SQL commands and PHP code to create 
a Database, a Table, and a Registration Application

Phase-7: Get FTP connection information and use it to 
connect to the Azure server and then deploy/transfer 
all the PHP files


