
General Education Council 

Minutes – April 19, 2011 
 

Call to Order:  2:05pm. 
 

Members Present:  Bryon Clark (chair), Brett Elliott, Lawrence Silver, Chunmei Yoe (for Dick 

Hackett), Kay Daigle, Mark Spencer, Halet Poovey, Robert McFadden, John Van Bebber, Steve 

McKim, Jerry Polson, Jennifer Nazworth, Betty Clay, Jane Elder, Jeni Maple (for Lacinda Brese) 

and Sharon Morrison. 

 

Introductions:  Because there were new members on the committee, everyone introduced 

themselves. 
 

Approval of Minutes:  Robert McFadden made a motion that the minutes from the 

November 2010 meeting be approved as written.  The motion was seconded by Brad Ludrick 

and passed unanimously. 
 

New Business:  Dr. Clark informed us that this would be his last meeting as chair of the 

council and that Dr. Jerry Polson would be taking over at the next meeting.   
 

Old Business:   
 

Conference Committee:  At our November 2010 meeting, this council voted to approve a 

request from the EHL department replacing the course HUM 2453: Philosophy of Life with 

the course Phil 2223: Ethics in the general education requirements. 
 

The effect of this vote, was that HUM 2453: Philosophy of Life was changed from a General 

Education designation of 2 (a guided gen ed requirement) to a 4 (not a gen ed course), and 

Phil 2223: Ethics was changed from a 4 to a 2. 
 

However, when the proposal was considered by the Academic Council, they voted to change 

them both to General Education designation 3 (a gen ed elective).  As a result, a Conference 

Committee consisting of 4 members of this council and 4 members of the Academic Council 

needs to be formed to reconcile this difference. 

 

Chosen to represent this council were Brad Ludrick, Mark Spencer, Halet Poovey and Dick 

Hackett. 
 

Higher Learning Commission 
 

Dr. Clark said the tentative date for the Higher Learning Commission’s visit to our campus is 

February 2014.  He encouraged the council to continue the same processes we have had in 

the past, but to think about how we could have a more efficient and less burdensome model 

for general education assessment, and yet still achieve our objectives. 

 

He said there were some forthcoming changes from the Higher Learning Commission 

(specifically a new set of protocols called “Pathways”) that would put the onus on institutions 

to file expanded yearly updates. 
 

 

The meeting was adjourned at 2:45pm- bme 


