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Fall Commencement

 Southeastern Oklahoma State University held two Fall Commencement ceremonies on December 15 in Bloomer 
Sullivan Arena.
 Lobbyist/consultant Lesa Smaligo, a 1990 Southeastern graduate, was the commencement speaker.
 The graduating class included students from 29 states and 12 countries. In addition, 51 percent of the students 
were first-generation college graduates.
 Southeastern president Sean Burrage offered welcoming remarks, as did Regent Amy Anne Ford of the Region-
al University System of Oklahoma Board of Regents.

Bloomer Sullivan Arena was packed, 
above, as two commencement cere-
monies were held at Southeastern. In 
photo at left, speaker Lesa Smaligo 
congratulates a graduate. At right, 
Regent Amy Anne Ford and Smaligo 
visit with Southeastern president 
Sean Burrage.



www.SE.edu

News about Campus

2

Candle Lighting highlights holiday festivities
Southeastern Oklahoma State University and the community celebrated the 
holiday season December 3 with Tree Lighting on the front lawn of campus, 
followed by the 98th Candle Lighting ceremony in Montgomery Auditorium. 
Earlier in the day, an open house was held in the Magnolia House on cam-
pus. 

Professor renews National     
 Teacher Certification

 Dr. Susan Morrison of Southeastern Oklahoma State University recent-
ly renewed her National Board Teacher Certification.
 Morrison is a professor and coordinator of Elementary Education and 
has been at the University since 2004. A former public school classroom teach-
er, she holds an Ed.D. from Texas A&M Commerce and bachelor’s and master’s 
degrees from Southeastern.
 National Board Certification is a public assurance that teachers have 
met the profession’s highest standards for accomplished practice. It also signifies 
that teachers are up to date on the knowledge and best practice in their certifi-
cate area. 
 To renew the certification, educators must submit a profile of profes-
sional growth demonstrating how their practice continues to align with the core 
propositions in their particular area. In addition, as part of the renewal process, 
Morrison did classroom teaching in Kim Stafford’s kindergarten class at Wash-
ington Irving Elementary School in Durant.
 Morrison first earned the certification in 1999.
 This is her 30th year in the classroom. Prior to joining the Southeastern 
faculty, Morrison taught in elementary schools in McKinney, Texas, and Durant 
for 16 years.
 “The title that gives me the greatest joy is that of ‘teacher,” she said. 
“National Board certification/renewal is, in my opinion, the best professional 
development opportunity in which a teacher can engage. Renewal helped me 
stay connected and current and gave me the opportunity to practice and apply 
the skills that I teach my university pre-service teachers to use.’’

Native American
graduation event held 

Jeremy Tims, shown above, was 
the keynote speaker at the Native 
American graduation reception on 
December 12. Tims, a Southeastern 
graduate, is Area Director of The 
Fellowship of Christian Athletes.
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Southeastern Oklahoma State University president Sean Burrage 
was a recent guest on KFOR-TV’s (Oklahoma City) Flashpoint 
show. 
The half-hour political affairs talk show airs Sundays at 9:30 a.m. 
and is moderated by KFOR anchor Kevin Ogle. Also offering 
insights on the show were Mike Turpen and Lt. Gov. Todd Lamb. 
In photo right, Burrage, seated at left, prepares to tape Flashpoint. 
Also seated are show moderator Kevin Ogle and Lt. Gov. Todd 
Lamb. Standing are KFOR general manager Wes Milbourn and 
Mike Turpen.

Flashpoint guest

STEM Day attracts students
Southeastern hosted its first-ever STEM Visitation Day 
on December 1 (see photo at left). Area high school 
students and their parents learned more about higher 
education and the career opportunities available in the 
fields of Science, Technology, Engineering, and Math-
ematics. A number of Southeastern professors interact-
ed with the students through breakout sessions. Other 
activities included campus tours and informational 
presentations on admissions, financial aid, scholar-
ships, housing, and student life.

 Dr.  Brad Ludrick has been named professor/coordinator of the 
Master of Science in Native American Leadership (MSNAL) program 
at Southeastern Oklahoma State University.

 He joined the Southeastern faculty in 1997, most 
recently serving as professor of biological sciences and 
program coordinator for the Oklahoma Louis Stokes 
Alliance for Minority Participation (STEM).
  In his new duties, Ludrick will be responsible 
for teaching graduate courses, recruiting and advising 
students into the MSNAL program, and assessment.
 Ludrick holds a doctorate from Texas 

A&M-Commerce and master and bachelor degrees from Southeastern.
 A member of The Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, Ludrick is a 
1989 graduate of Durant High School. 
 He served in the U.S. Military (Army Reserve) from 1989 to 
2003, and separated as a Captain.

 Dr. Ludrick named coordinator 
  of MSNAL program

Spring classes 
begin Jan. 14

 Spring classes begin on 
Monday, January 14, at Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University.
 MLK Day will be observed 
on Monday, January 21 -- classes 
will not be held, but University offic-
es will be open.
 Spring break is set for March 
18-24, while commencement will  
be on Saturday, May 11, at Bloomer 
Sullivan Arena.



Southeastern Oklahoma State University, in compliance 
with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, 
Executive Order 11246 as amended, Title IX of the Education 
Amendments of 1972, Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990, and other federal laws and regulations, does not dis-
criminate on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, 
religion, disability, or status as a veteran in any of its policies, 
practices, or procedures.  This includes but is not limited to 
admissions, employment, financial aid, and educational ser-
vices.This publication is issued by the Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University Office of University Communications and 
was printed by SE Printing Services of Durant, Oklahoma. 
Fifty copies have been prepared for distribution at a cost of 
$40 to the taxpayers of the State of Oklahoma.
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The Weyerhaeuser - Idabel Lumber Mill recently presented Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University- McCurtain County Campus a $10,000 grant 
to assist in their Auditorium Audio and Visual Upgrade Project. This 
grant money will be used for purchasing the equipment, parts and sup-
plies for the project, while SEMCC provides the installation cost funding.
Pictured left to right are Weyerhaeuser Giving Fund committee members 
Aaron Smith, Sandra Gandara and Ted Fischer presenting the grant to 
McCurtain director Kendra Gross.

Weyerhaeuser grant 

Aviation Visitation Day set for Jan. 25
 Southeastern Oklahoma State University will host an Aviation 
Open House from 9:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Friday, January 25.
 Aviation Visitation Day is designed for high school junior and se-
niors interested in aviation.
            Registration will be at 9:30 a.m. in the Student Union, with the 
opening session scheduled for 10 a.m.
            Campus tours are slated for 10:30 and lunch will be served at 11:30.
            Visitors will depart for the airport at 12:30 p.m., and a tour of ASI 
facilities is scheduled for 1 p.m. Breakout sessions (Flight Simulator, Ca-
reers in Aviation and Financial Aid) will be held from 1:35-2:35.
            The closing session begins at 2:35, with career information tables 
available at 3 p.m.
            Students are urged to register now to take advantage of the opportu-
nity to meet Southeastern faculty and staff; learn about careers in aviation; 
experience Southeastern traditions; and receive information on admissions, 
scholarships and financial aid.
            Students may register at http://www.se.edu/events/aviation-visita-
tion-day/


