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Commencement set
for December 14

 Brittney Morton, di-
rector of tribal communications 
for the Chickasaw Nation, will 
be the speaker at Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University’s  Fall 
Commencement on December 14.
 Two ceremonies – at 10 
a.m. and  2 p.m. – will be held in 
Bloomer Sullivan Arena.
 Morton is a 2011 grad-
uate of Southeastern, where she 
majored in Communication – 
Media Studies (Advertising/Pub-
lic Relations).  
 The schedule for Satur-
day, December 14, will be two 
ceremonies in the Bloomer Sulli-
van Arena, as follows: 

10:00 – 11:00 a.m. 
School of Arts & Sciences
Master of Technology
Master of Music Education
Master of Science (Native Ameri-
can Leadership)  
John Massey School of Business
Master of Business Administra-
tion
Master of Science (Aerospace 
Administration and Logistics)
Master of Science (Safety)

2:00 – 3:00 p.m. 
School of Education & Behav-
ioral Sciences
Master of Arts (Clinical Mental 
Health Counseling)
Master of Early Intervention and 
Child Development
Master of Education
Master of Science (Sports Studies 
and Athletic Administration)

    Screening
committee meets

 The 18-member screen-
ing committee that will assist in 
the search for a new president 
at Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University participated in an 
orientation meeting on campus 
November 19.
 The committee was ap-
pointed by the Board of Regents 
of  the Regional University 
System of Oklahoma (RUSO) as 
they begin the search to replace 
Sean Burrage, who recently 
took the position of vice presi-
dent for executive affairs at The 
University of Oklahoma.
 The committee is 
composed of regents, faculty, 
staff, a student representative,  
administrators, and community 
leaders. Serving as committee 
chair is Regent Jane McDer-
mott, who expressed her appre-
ciation to the group for serving,  
while stressing the importance 
of their role. 
	 In	addition,	the	firm	
Higher Education Leadership 
Search has been retained by 
the RUSO regents to assist in 
the	process.	Search	firm	con-
sultants Bill Meehan and Alan 
Medders attended the initial 
meeting with the committee to 
explain how to access candidate 
information, how to begin the 
process of screening candidates, 
etc.
 Medders noted that the 
position has attracted interest 
from quality candidates from 
across the country. The dead-
line to apply was December 6.

Promotions announced  
   in Academic Affairs
 Southeastern Oklahoma State University 
interim president Bryon Clark has announced two 
administrative	promotions	in	the	Office	of	Academic	

Affairs.
 Dr. Teresa Golden, who pre-
viously served as Associate Vice 
President for Assessment and Ac-
creditation, has been named Vice 
President for Academic Affairs.
 Prior to moving into admin-
istration earlier this year, Golden 
served as a professor in the De-
partment of Biological Sciences at 
Southeastern since 2006. She was 

also a department chair.
 Golden has been active in involving students 
in cancer research, presentations, and grants. She 
has received Faculty Senate awards for Research and 
Service.
 Golden holds a Ph.D. and master’s from the 
University of Rochester and a bachelor’s degree from 
State University of New York at Albany. She is a 
native of East Berne, New York.
 In addition, Dr.  Brad Ludrick has been 
appointed Associate Vice President 
for Tribal Relations and Academic 
Affairs. 
 In this role, Ludrick will 
oversee tribal relations, academic 
advising and outreach, program 
review, academic appeal and for-
giveness processes for students, and 
appeal and grievance processes for 
faculty. Part of his duties will include being the Uni-
versity’s point of contact with the Native American 
tribes.
 He is also the Faculty Athletic Representative 
at Southeastern.

(see Changes, page 4)
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    Top 10 Freshmen
        recognized

	 The	Office	of	Admissions	
and Recruitment at Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University hosted 
SE Live, its open house for prospec-
tive high school students, on cam-
pus November 6. 
  More than 300 high school 
students registered for the event.   
 Throughout the day, stu-
dents had the opportunity to learn 
more about the University, includ-
ing academic programs, admission 
requirements, scholarship opportu-
nities and a variety of other campus 
organizations.

 Dr. Barbara McClanahan, 
Professor of Educational Instruction 
and Leadership at Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University, is the 
recipient of an award from a top 
national/international scholarly 
organization for reading and literacy 
education and research.
 The Association of Literacy 
Educators and Researchers (ALER) 
recently presented the Al J. Mazurk-
iewicz Special 
Services Award 
to McClanahan. 
  This 
annual award 
(renamed in 
1999, formerly 
the Special Ser-
vices Award) recognizes an ALER 
member for special service and/or 
significant	contributions	to	ALER.	
 McClanahan, who teaches 
Elementary Education at the South-
eastern McCurtain County campus, 
joined the University faculty in 
2008. She earned an Ed.D. in Cur-
riculum & Instruction with Reading 
emphasis at Texas A&M-Com-
merce, a master’s in reading at 
A&M-Commerce, and a bachelor’s 
in history at Texas Tech University.
 McClanahan has served the 
ALER in several committees since 
2008 and as a member of the Board 
of Directors since 2017.
  Most recently she complet-
ed a three-year project as lead editor 
of The Ten-Year Retrospective of 
the Association of Literacy Educa-
tors and Researchers: 2008-2018, a 
472-page history of the organization 
that is being published this month.
  Southeastern professor of 
Visual Arts Jack Ousey designed 
the cover of this volume.

 Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University recognized the 2018-19 
Top Ten Freshmen during a ceremony 
November 13 in the Glen D. Johnson 
Student Union Auditorium.
 The honorees were recog-
nized for academic achievement and 
campus/community involvement.
 Offering remarks and con-
gratulations at the event were South-
eastern interim president Dr. Bryon 
Clark, executive director of the 
Center for Student Success Dr. Mar-
lin Blankenship, and Student Gov-
ernment Association president Sarah 
Winnett.
 Below are the recipients of the 
Top 10 Freshman award, followed by 
their academic major and hometown:
-- Anna Alessia Antuono, Special 
Education, Ardmore
-- Reagan Benson, Aviation (Profes-
sional Pilot), Paris, Texas 
-- Madelyn Bradberry, English Edu-
cation, Healdton
-- Emily Dahl, Communication (Jour-
nalism), Antlers, 
-- James Quarles, Pre-Med, Achille 
-- Selby Stanton, Political Science 
and Public Relations, Colbert 
-- Katie Thomas, Vocal Performance, 
Broken Bow 
-- Tammy Vo, Political Science, 
Calera 
-- Carli Wharton, Elementary Educa-
tion, Wilson 
Maegan Young, Nursing, Ardmore 

Dr. McClanahan receives 
         service award

   Prospective students
        attend SE Live

 The Career Management 
Center at Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University recently hosted 
an All Majors Career Fair in the 
Hallie McKinney Ballroom.
  Forty-three business rep-
resentatives visited with students 
about job opportunities, internships 
and careers. Businesses collected 
resumes and also hired students for 
internships.

      Career Fair held 
         for all majors



 Larry Dyson and Kollin 
VonAhn were inducted into the 
Southeast-
ern Rodeo 
Hall of 
Fame during 
festivities on 
Nov. 15. 
  
Dyson is a 
long-time 
supporter of 
Southeast-
ern Rodeo and can trace his rodeo 
connection back to his youth.
  He was born in Durant, 
Okla., and raised in Yuba, Okla., 
where he was an active member of 
the school’s sports teams as well as 
the 4H club. After graduating from 
Yuba HS he attended Southeast-
ern.
  Dyson started working in 
the automobile business in 1969 
and spent the next 44 years in the 
industry, with the last 21 of those 
being in Durant.
  VonAhn attended South-
eastern from 2002-2006 and was a 
team roper over those four seasons.
  He was ultimately a three-
time College National Finals 
Rodeo	qualifier	in	the	team	roping,	
taking home the top prize in a 
team roping national championship 
in 2005 with partner Ryan Carter.
  He joined the PRCA in 
2006	and	has	since	qualified	for	
the	National	Finals	Rodeo	five	
times, winning two world titles 
and earning nearly a million dol-
lars in winnings.
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Rodeo Hall of Fame
inducts two new members

On November 21, a delegation 
from China Henan University of 
Science and Technology (HUST) 
visited Southeastern to meet with 
interim President Bryon Clark, 
Vice President for Academic 
Affairs Teresa Golden, and Vice 
President of University Advance-
ment Kyle Stafford to discuss the 
collaboration partnership be-
tween the two universities. Sign-
ing a collaboration agreement 
are Dr. Youjun Li, Vice President 
of HUST, and Dr. Golden.

Basketball season is underway
The Southeastern men’s and women’s basketball recently opened their respective 
seasons. In above left photo, senior forward Kevin Buckingham from Keller, Texas, 
passes to a teammate. In photo at right, sophomore guard Kamryn Cantwell from 
Bowie, Texas, drives past an opponent. 

 Southeastern Oklahoma State University will present its annual Candle-
lighting ceremony and concert on Monday, Dec. 9,  at 7:30 p.m. The event, held 
in Montgomery Auditorium, is free and open to the public.
 This will be the 99th edition of Candlelighting, the longest running annu-
al tradition on campus. 
 The Southeastern Symphonic Chorus anchors the event, and this year 
they are pleased to welcome additional performances by the Southeastern Sym-
phonic Winds, the Southeastern Chorale, the Durant High School Varsity Mixed 
Chorus, and the SHARE chorus. Members of the Cardinal Key Honor Society 
will light the candles.  
     Dr. Alicia Wallace and Dr. Jeremy Blackwood will join a chamber 
orchestra and the Symphonic Chorus for a performance of Franz Schubert’s Mass 
in G, and the assembled musicians and audience will join us in a festival carol 
singalong at the conclusion of the event.  
 Candlelighting is directed by Dr. Josh Nannestad. 

Candlelighting event set for Dec. 9

Signing ceremony



Southeastern Oklahoma State University, in com-
pliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other 
federal laws and regulations, does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, 
religion, disability, or status as a veteran in any of 
its policies, practices, or procedures.  This includes 
but is not limited to admissions, employment, 
financial aid, and educational services.This publica-
tion is issued by the Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University Office of University Communications 
and was printed by SE Printing Services of Durant, 
Oklahoma. Fifty copies have been prepared for 
distribution at a cost of $40 to the taxpayers of the 
State of Oklahoma.
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  December
9 Candlelighting, Montgomery 

Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
14 Commencement, Bloomer 

Sullivan Arena, 10 a.m. & 2 p.m.
24-Jan. 1 University closed for Holidays
  January
2 University re-opens
13 First day of spring classes
18  STEM Visitation Day
20  MLK Day (no classes)
24 Aviation Visitation Day
  February
11 Higher Education Day, State 

Capitol
22 Super Saturday academic events
  March
16-22  Spring Break
25  Curriculum Contest
  April
10  Holiday
  May 
9  Commencement, Bloomer 

Sullivan Arena

Update Calendar

4

www.SE.edu

Gold & Blue Alumni       
 fundraiser

Auctioneer Carla Harrison, 
right, takes bids on an item at 
the Southeastern Alumni As-
sociation Gold & Blue Gala, 
held November 9 in the Visual 
& Performing Arts Center. 
Choctaw Casino & Resort 
was the premier sponsor, 
with Mary Frank serving as 
chair of the Gold & Blue Gala 
Committee and Andrea Rog-
ers-Mersiovsky as president 
of the SE Alumni Association. 
The event raised approximate-
ly $30,000 for student schol-
arships.

(continued  from page 1) 
 Ludrick  previously served as professor-coordinator of the Master 
of Science in the Native American Leadership program.
 He joined the Southeastern faculty in 1997, and holds a doctorate 
from Texas A&M-Commerce and master’s and bachelor’s degrees from 
Southeastern.  A member of the Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, Ludrick 
is a 1989 graduate of Durant High School.
 In his new capacity, Ludrick will work closely with Golden and 
Dr. Tim Boatmun, Dean of Graduate Studies, E-Programming & Aca-
demic Services. This will also allow Boatmun to devote more time to the 
University’s rapidly-growing graduate school programs.
 These organizational changes come after Clark, the former Vice 
President for Academic Affairs, assumed the role of interim president in 
mid-October of this year.

Changes made in Academic Affairs

University to close for upcoming holidays

 Southeastern Oklahoma State University will be closed Decem-
ber 24-January 1 for the holidays. The University will re-open on Janu-
ary 2.
	 The	first	day	of	Spring	classes	is	January	13.


