
 
 

 The Board of Regents of the Regional University System of Oklahoma (RUSO) met December 16 after receiv-
ing a list of candidate recommendations for president of Southeastern Oklahoma State University which was submit-
ted recently by the screening committee.
 In its meeting on December 16th, the RUSO Board voted to invite eight candidates for initial zoom interviews 
on January 8 in Oklahoma City.
 This will be followed by face-to-face interviews with the Regents on January 22 in Durant, at which time, a 
hiring decision could be made or a second round of interviews might be scheduled.
 The 18-member screening committee, composed of regents, faculty, staff, a student representative, administra-
tors, and community leaders, met on two occasions before submitting their recommendations to the RUSO Board.
 A total of 56 applications were received for the position, with the projected timeline for filling the vacancy 
being no later than May 1, 2020.
 The Regents are seeking a replacement for Sean Burrage, who left Southeastern in October for an administra-
tive position at The University of Oklahoma. 
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  Celebrating Commencement

 Regents to interview eight candidates

Graduates, their families and friends gathered to 
celebrate Fall Commencement on December 14 
at Southeastern Oklahoma State University. Two 
ceremonies were held in Bloomer Sullivan Arena 
(photo, above). Brittney Morton, above right, director of tribal communications for the 
Chickasaw Nation and a 2011 graduate of Southeastern, was the commencement speak-
er. Dr. Bryon Clark, at left, interim president, congratulated Bailee Clemmer, a liberal 
and applied studies graduate from Aubrey, Texas.
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99th Candlelighting held in Montgomery Auditorium
Montgomery Auditorium was filled to capacity on December 9 as Southeastern Oklahoma State University presented the 99th 
edition of  Candlelighting. Anchored by the Southeastern Symphonic Chorus, additional performances were presented by  the 
Southeastern Symphonic Winds, the Southeastern Chorale, the Durant High School Varsity Mixed Chorus, and the SHARE cho-
rus. Members of the Cardinal Key Honor Society served as candlelighters. Dr. Alicia Wallace and Dr. Jeremy Blackwood joined 
a chamber orchestra and the Symphonic Chorus for a performance of Franz Schubert’s Mass in G, and the assembled musicians 
and audience joined in for a festival carol singalong at the conclusion of the event. Candlelighting was directed by Dr. Josh Nan-
nestad. 

Honoring 20 years of service
Southeastern interim president Dr. Bryon Clark, left, 
presents a resolution to vice president of university ad-
vancement Dr. Kyle Stafford in honor of Stafford’s 20 years 
of service to the university. Stafford was recently named 
president of Northeastern Oklahoma A&M College, where 
he will begin his new duties in January.

University to host Career
Discovery Day for 8th-graders
 Southeast-
ern Oklahoma State 
University will host 
Eighth Grade Career 
Discovery Day on 
Thursday, January 9. 
 Profession-
als from a variety of 
fields will visit with 
students at this sixth 
annual event.
 Information 
will also be provided about higher education opportunities.  

Local radio general manager Jason 
Taylor welcomed students to last year’s 
event.
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Visitation Days scheduled for STEM, Aviation students
 Southeastern Oklahoma State University has sched-
uled vistiation days for high school students interested in 
careers in STEM or aviation. 
 Students interested in a career in Science, Technol-
ogy, Engineering or Mathematics are encouraged to attend 
STEM Visitation Day.
 The event is scheduled for January 18 from 8 a.m. to 
2 p.m., with students and their families invited to attend.
 Southeastern students and faculty will discuss career 
opportunities with participants.  Academic departments 
scheduled to participate are Computer Science, Chemistry, 
Fisheries and Wildlife, Mathematics, and Pre-professional 
courses. 
 Students will also learn more about admissions, 
financial aid, and scholarship opportunities. 

 Lunch and campus tours will be provided as well.
 Also, high school students interested in pursuing ca-
reers in aviation are invited to attend the Aviation Visitation 
Day on January 24.
 Southeastern is home to one of the premier aviation 
programs in the country, and prepares students for job oppor-
tunites in a variety of aviation specialities.
 Registration begins at 9 a.m. in the Glen D.  Johnson  
Student Union. 
 Students will have the opportunity to tour campus as 
well as the Aviation Sciences Institute, see a flight simulator 
demonstration, and visit with faculty, staff and alumni. 
 Lunch will also be provided.
 

First Lady visits campus
Sarah Stitt,  The First Lady of Oklahoma, 
speaks on December 10 to an audience 
gathered in Montgomery Auditorium on 
the campus of Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University. The First Lady moderated  
a panel discussion following the viewing of 
the documentary, “Resilience – The Biolo-
gy of Stress and the Science of Hope.’’

 A contingent of representatives from Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University (Interim President Dr. Bryon Clark, Vice President 
Teresa Golden, faculty members Dr. Ning Wu and Dr. Ying-Chu 
Lin) will be traveling to China in early January to sign initial/further 
agreements with Henan University of Science and Technology, Luohe 
Vocational College of Food, and Beijing Expert International Educa-
tion Co., Ltd. 
  A group from Henan University recently visited the South-
eastern campus and is interested in working further with the John 
Massey School of Business. 
 Henan is also a potential site for Southeastern science students 
to study at during the summer in conjunction with the Oklahoma 
Louis Stokes Alliance for Minority Participation (STEM) grant that 
Southeastern has via Oklahoma State University (from the National 
Science Foundation).
  Luohe Vocational College of Food is the equivalent of a com-
munity college in the United States. That school would like to provide 
its students with additional pathways to a bachelor’s degree, as well as 
an option to study in the United States.
  Beijing Expert International Education Co., Ltd., is a recruit-
ing firm in China that Southeastern already has an agreement with 
to help promote the University to potential students. Southeastern is 
looking to expand this relationship to help establish new agreements 
with other Chinese universities. 

Southeastern officials working on 
agreements with China schools



Southeastern Oklahoma State University, in com-
pliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other 
federal laws and regulations, does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, 
religion, disability, or status as a veteran in any of 
its policies, practices, or procedures.  This includes 
but is not limited to admissions, employment, 
financial aid, and educational services.This publica-
tion is issued by the Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University Office of University Communications 
and was printed by SE Printing Services of Durant, 
Oklahoma. Fifty copies have been prepared for 
distribution at a cost of $40 to the taxpayers of the 
State of Oklahoma.
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  January

13 First day of spring classes
18  STEM Visitation Day
20  MLK Day (no classes)
24 Aviation Visitation Day

  February
11 Higher Education Day, State 

Capitol
22 Super Saturday academic events
  
  March
16-22  Spring Break
25  Curriculum Contest
  April
10  Holiday
  
  May 
9  Commencement, Bloomer 

Sullivan Arena
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Ceremony honors Native
     American graduates

 Julia Boyd, Choctaw Nation 
Human Resources Operations Senior 
Director, was the guest speaker at the 
Native American Graduation Ceremo-
ny and Reception.
 Boyd is also a Southeastern 
graduate.
 The event was held December 
13 in the Fine Arts Recital Hall.
 Also participating in the ceremony were Jim Parrish, (a Distin-
guished Alumnus of Southeastern) from the Choctaw Nation, and from 
Southeastern, interim president Dr. Bryon Clark, associate vice president 
for tribal relations and academic affairs Dr. Brad Ludrick, and executive 
director of the center for student success, Dr. Marlin Blankenship.
 Southeastern is annually among the nation’s leaders in producing 
the most Native American graduates.

Julia Boyd

 Southeastern Oklahoma State University will begin spring class-
es on Monday, January 13.
 No classes will be held on January 20 in observance of Martin 
Luther King Day, but the University will be open.

Spring classes begin January 13


