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‘Super Saturday’ showcases Southeastern
 More than 600 middle school and high school students and their parents were on the campus of 
Southeastern Oklahoma State University February 22 for ‘Super Saturday.’ 
  Students were competing for scholarships in such areas as Honors, President’s Leadership Class, 
and Music. Also taking place was Theatre Audition Day and Art Demo Day for students interested in 
those fields.
 “This is one of the biggest events we have on campus all year,’’ said Southeastern interim president 
Bryon Clark. “It provides us with a wonderful opportunityto showcase what Southeastern has to offer 
students, in terms of academics, student life, and financial aid.’’
 In addition, for the fifth year in a row, Southeastern hosted the Oklahoma Science Olympiad, with 
middle school and high school students competing that same day.
 Campus tours, financial aid and scholarship information were also provided.
 In addition, an Academic Department Fair was held in the Glen D. Johnson Student Union.  During this 
time, prospective students were able to visit with faculty members. 
 A large number of Southeastern students, faculty, and staff volunteered their time at the event.
 

The Oklahoma Science Olympiad attracted middle 
school and high school competitors.

Some 600 students attended ‘Super Saturday’ at Southeastern.

Faculty members visited with students during the Academic 
Department Fair. 
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Third commencement
ceremony added

Dr. Boatmun named 
VP for Enrollment

Anna Antuono and Governor George 
Nigh and Donna Nigh present a 
plaque to Chancellor Glen. D. John-
son in honor of his many years of 
service.

Southeastern
junior attends 
Nigh Academy
 Anna Antuono, a junior 
at Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University, recently attended the 
Nigh Leadership Academy as a Nigh 
Scholar. The Academy was held at 
the University of Central Oklahoma.
 Antuono is Vice President 
of the Southeastern Student Govern-
ment Association, a member of the 
President’s Leadership Class, serves 
as a Senior Resident Assistant and is 
the President of Sigma Sigma Sigma 
sorority. Antuono, who is from Ard-
more, is studying Special Education.
 The George and Donna Nigh 
Public Service Scholarship was es-
tablished in 1999 to allow each of the 
two-and four-year higher educational 
institutions, both public and private, 
to select and honor one student each 
year as a Nigh Scholar. Each student 
is selected and nominated by their 
institution’s president and receives a 
one-time $1,000 Leadership Scholar-
ship.

 The recent growth in the num-
ber of graduates has caused officials at 
Southeastern Oklahoma State Universi-
ty to add a third commencement cere-
mony this spring.
 Traditionally, the University has 
held two spring commencement cere-
monies on the same day.
 “This decision is necessitated 
by the increased number of graduates, 
as well as our desire to accommodate 
all of the families and friends wanting 
to attend the event to honor their family 
member,’’ said Southeastern interim 
president Bryon Clark.  “We want ev-
eryone to have the opportunity to be a 
part of this special day.’’
 The schedule for Saturday, 
May 9, will be three ceremonies in 
the Bloomer Sullivan Arena, as fol-
lows: 

9:00 a.m. -- School of Arts & Sciences
Bachelor Degrees
Master of Technology
Master of Music Education
Master of Science (Native American 
Leadership)  

Noon -- School of Education & Behav-
ioral Sciences
Bachelor Degrees
Master of Arts (Clinical Mental Health 
Counseling)
Master of Early Intervention and Child 
Development
Master of Education
Master of Science (Sports Studies and 
Athletic Administration)

3:00 p.m. -- John Massey School 
of Business
Bachelor Degrees
Master of Business Administration
Master of Science (Aerospace Adminis-
tration and Logistics)
Master of Science (Safety)

 Dr. Tim Boatmun 
has been named Vice Pres-
ident for Enrollment Man-
agement at Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University.
 In his new role, 
Boatmun will coordinate 
the University’s efforts in 
Admissions and Recruit-
ment, International Student Services, and 
e-programming. He previously served as 
the Dean of Graduate School, e-Program-
ming and Academic Support.
 Boatmun holds a bachelor’s 
degree in psychology and sociology from 
Southeastern Oklahoma State Universi-
ty, a master’s degree in counseling from 
New York University, and a doctoral 
degree in higher education from North-
central University. 
              At Southeastern, Boatmun 
established the Academic Advising and 
Outreach Center, and the SE CARES 
Program. He has also assisted with the 
creation of the Native American Center 
for Student Success. 
 As the Dean of the Gradu-
ate School, Boatmun led program and 
marketing initiatives that grew graduate 
enrollment from 500 students to 2,000 
students during the past four years. 
 Boatmun has been a primary 
co-author of federal grants approaching 
$4 million that serve Native American or 
adult students.        
 For his efforts, he was recog-
nized by the National Resource Center 
for the First-Year Experience as one of 
the Top Ten Outstanding First-Year Stu-
dent Advocates in 2007.
  Boatmun is married to South-
eastern professor Dr. Charla Hall and 
they have one daughter, Abigail. 

Boatmun
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Son of SOSU baseball great builds career on PGA Tour
by Alan Burton
Director of University Communications
 
 Back in the day, Ronnie Gooch made quite a name 
for himself as as a second baseman for coach Don Parham’s 
Southeastern Savages baseball team. 
 A four-sport standout at Midwest City (Oklahoma), 
Gooch played on three Savage teams that captured Oklahoma 
Collegiate Conference championships. He was also a member 
of the 1977 Savages squad that advanced to the finals of the 
NAIA College World Series, losing in the championship game.
 In addition, Gooch was a two-time All-Conference 
selection, and in 1978, he  was named the Oklahoma Colle-
giate Conference Player of the Year. He was also selected as 
an NAIA All-American, while playing alongside the likes 
of fellow All-Americans Brett Butler and Scott Loucks. And 
guiding the team during this era were two of the greatest col-
lege baseball coaches in history – Dr. Parham and his assis-
tant, Mike Metheny (who went on to become the winningest 
coach in NCAA Division II history).
 Gooch was drafted by the Texas Rangers and played 
five years in the minor leagues.He returned to Southeastern 
in the mid-1980s and earned bachelor’s  and master’s degrees 
in education and is now retired after teaching, coaching, and 
working in the automobile business.
 He was inducted into the Southeastern Athletics Hall 
of Fame in 2002. 
 Today, you’ll find another Gooch – Ronnie’s son,  
Talor Gooch – carrying on the family tradition of athletics 
excellence. The 28-year-old is currently building a promising 
career on the fairways and greens of the Professional Golfers 

Association (PGA) Tour. And while he has yet 
to capture his first official tour win, he’s been 
close, becoming a consistent money-winner .
   After graduating from 
Oklahoma State in 2014, Gooch turned pro, 
steadily working his way up on the Mackenzie 
Tour (Canada) and Korn Ferry Tour (where he 
won the 2017 News Sentinel Open on what was 

formerly the Web.com tour). He earned his PGA 
Tour card in 2018 by virtue of  his high ranking on the Web.
com tour. 
 Like many young players, Gooch struggled with 
inconsistent play his first couple of years on tour, fighting to 
make 36-hole cuts. 
 But he has found his groove in the 2020 season (which 
began last fall), making 11 of 12 cuts and winning $818,592 to 
date. 
 “There’s no substitute for experience,’’ Gooch said of 
his improved play this year. “And along the way, you get a bet-
ter understanding of golf courses and how they play in certain 

conditions.’’
 
Gooch’s best 
finishes thus far 
have been a tie 
for third at the 
2019 Farm-
ers Insurance 
Open, and 
fourth place 
ties at the 2019 
Desert Classic 
and 2020 Hous-
ton Open.
During his 
PGA career, 
Gooch has 
made the cut in 
34 of 58 events, 
earning in 
excess of $2.5 million.
  While Talor did not attend Southeastern, choosing 
OSU, a school steeped in golf tradition, he does have fond 
memories of Durant. 
 At the 2003 Southeastern Alumni Golf Tournament, 
played at Durant Country Club, the members of the winning 
team were Southeastern athletic director Dr. Don Parham, 
Marvin Thouvenel, Scott Loucks, Sam Loucks, and Ronnie 
Gooch. 
  And the sixth member of the victorious team?
 An 11-year-old golf prodigy by the name of Talor 
Gooch,  who also won the long drive and closest-to-the-pin 
contests. (And by the way, he did not accept any of the prizes, 
his dad Ronnie recalled with a laugh). 
 As far as goals, I have one goal – to be the best I can 
be,’’ the young touring pro said.  “And I don’t know what that 
is until I get there.’’
 

 Fisher Fulton of Ada is Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University’s recipient of the Brad Henry International Scholar-
ship for Spring 2020. The international study program, estab-
lished by the Oklahoma State Regents for Higher Education in 
2008, provides a stipend for selected students to study abroad 
for a semester at Swansea University in Wales.
 Fisher is a senior English major. She is an Honors 
Program student, Regional University Baccalaureate Scholar 
and has served as a Resident Assistant. Recipients, nominated 
by their institution’s president, are selected on academic per-
formance, writing and communication skills, character, and 
leadership.

Ada student studying in WalesTalor Gooch

In this file photo, future PGA Tour player 
Talor Gooch is pictured as an 11-year-
old member of the winning team at the 
Southeastern Oklahoma State University 
Whang Bang Alumni Golf Tournament in 
2003. Also shown are Ronnie Gooch, Scott 
Loucks, Marvin Thouvenel, Sam Loucks, 
President Glen D. Johnson, and Dr. Don 
Parham. (photo by Dan Hoke)



Southeastern Oklahoma State University, in com-
pliance with applicable federal and state law and 
regulations, does not discriminate and prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin, sex, age, disability, sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity, or status as a veteran in any of 
its policies, practices, procedures, or programs. This 
includes, but is not limited to: admissions, employ-
ment, financial aid, and educational services. The 
University affirms its commitment to comply with 
The Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Americans with 
Disabilities Act as amended (2018), and Title IX 
of the Education Amendments of 1972, and other 
federal civil rights and equity laws. Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University is an Equal Opportunity 
Employer.

This publication, printed by the Office of University 
Communications is issued by Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University as authorized by the 
Regional University System of Oklahoma (RUSO) 
board. Fifty copies have been prepared and distrib-
uted at a cost of $40.
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  March
16-22  Spring Break
25  Curriculum Contest
  
  April
10  Holiday
14 Tri-County Honors, Visual & 

Performing Arts Center
17-18 Safety Olympics/Career Fair, 

Ballroom & Magnolia Room
27 John Massey School of Business 

Awards ceremony, Ballroom, 5:30 
p.m.

  May 
9  Commencement, Bloomer Sullivan 

Arena, 9 a.m., noon, 3 p.m.
31-June 5 Aviation Summer Camp

  June
14  Presidential Golf Classic, 

Chickasaw Pointe
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Sen. David Bullard, a Southeastern graduate, visits with University stu-
dents at Higher Education Day.

Southeastern represented 
at Higher Education Day

 Students from Oklahoma’s state system institutions and members of 
the statewide campus community gathered at the State Capitol Febraury 11  to 
promote the value and importance of higher education in the state. 
   Speakers included Lt. Gov. Matt Pinnell; Senate President Pro Tem-
pore Greg Treat; House Majority Floor Leader Jon Echols; Rep. Jadine Nollan; 
State Regents vice chair Ann Holloway; Chancellor Glen D. Johnson; and 
President Jeanie Webb, Rose State College.
                Representing Southeastern Oklahoma State University at the event 
were students Kylie Carrell, Brenna Tuttle, Karsyn McKinnon, Donald Broad-
nax, Ethan Rogers, Madison Hunt, and Brianna Pierce.
  Also attending were Regent Amy Anne Ford of the Regional Univer-
sity System of Oklahoma, Southeastern president Bryon Clark, vice president 
for student affairs Liz McCraw, director of university communications Alan 
Burton, and director of student conduct James Reed.
 “We thank our students, faculty and staff from Oklahoma’s public col-
leges and universities for meeting with the lieutenant governor and Senate and 
House members at our State Capitol today to highlight the value of a college 
degree and to emphasize public higher education’s essential role in addressing 
Oklahoma’s current and future workforce needs,” said Chancellor Glen D. 
Johnson. “We look forward to working with Governor Stitt and the Legislature 
during this legislative session to demonstrate that higher education’s budget 
request is critical to strengthening our state’s economy and workforce.”


