
 Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University remains com-
mitted to providing students with 
higher education opportunities at 
an affordable cost.
	 To	this	end,	University	offi-
cials recently announced that there 
will be no tuition or fees increase 
at Southeastern this year. In addi-
tion, room and board charges will 
remain	flat	with	no	increase.	
 It marks the third consecu-
tive year that Southeastern has held 
the line on tuition costs.
 “As a University, we have a 
responsibility to do our very best to 
ensure we offer students a quality 
and affordable education,’’ said 
first-year	Southeastern	president	
Thomas Newsom. “In light of the 
challenges our students and their 
families have faced dealing with 
the COVID-19 pandemic, we believe holding the line on costs 
is the right thing to do. From a revenue and budget standpoint, 
we are fortunate to be in a good position due to our sustained 
enrollment growth over the last three years. It is also important 
to note that our budget (Fiscal Year 21) does not negatively im-
pact any services, including the hiring of faculty members and 
other services directly impacting 
academics and student success.’’
 Last fall, Southeastern’s 
enrollment reached an all-time 
high of 4,824 students. In addi-
tion, the Spring 2020 enrollment 
of 4,744 students was the largest 
spring enrollment recorded in the 
111-year history of the Univer-
sity. The growth continued this 
summer with a record enrollment 
of more than 3,000 students, an 
increase of 25% over last sum-
mer.
 Currently, 85% of South-
eastern students receive some 

form	of	financial	aid,	and	each	year,	
about 50 percent of graduates are 
first-generation	college	graduates.
 In other efforts to assist 
students, the University previously 
announced a $1,500 tuition waiver 
for	all	first-time,	fulltime	freshmen	
from Oklahoma; the awarding of an 
automatic Associate Tuition Waiver 
Scholarship of $1,000 per semester 
to students who hold an Associate of 
Arts or Science degree; the avail-
ability of seven Regional University 
Baccalaureate Scholarships, provid-
ing  full tuition plus $3,000 per year 
towards expenses for four years; the 
expansion of a policy that provides 
all out-of-state students, both under-
graduate and graduate, an automatic 
100% non-resident tuition waiver 
each semester;  an increase in the 
Southeastern employee/dependent 

tuition	benefit	for	all	full-time	employees;	and	the	distribution	
of $1,059,075 to Southeastern students as part of the Coronavi-
rus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act.
 In addition to quality and affordability, Newsom 
notes accessibility has also played a key role in Southeastern’s 
growth.

 “The higher education model 
has changed dramatically over 
the past few years,’’ he said. “In 
addition to traditional face-to-face 
classes, we offer many programs 
online at both the undergraduate 
and graduate level. These programs 
continue to show growth and we 
will continue to be responsive to 
the needs of our students.’’
 Southeastern will begin fall 
classes August 17 with face-to-
face and online/remote instruction 
offered.
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Tuition costs remain unchanged for third year in a row

Prospective students learn more about opportunities at 
Southeastern.

Campus to reopen to public on July 6
 Southeastern Oklahoma State Univer-
sity will be reopening its Durant campus to the 
general public on Monday, July 6. From that 
date through July 31, the University will be open 
Monday-Thursday from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
 In response to the COVID-19 pandemic, 
the reopening will bring about some new safety 
requirements. Beginning July 6 and continuing 
through the Fall semester, all students, facul-
ty, staff, and visitors must wear face coverings 
when they are inside buildings on campus, un-
less wearing face coverings is contrary to meet-
ing educational and participation objectives as 
determined by faculty/staff. Face coverings are 
not required outdoors, but highly recommended 
if social distancing is not possible.
 Visitors to campus are requested to pro-
vide and wear their own face coverings while on 
campus.



 Dr. Tim Boatmun recent-
ly received the Oklahoma Online 

Excellence Award for 
Individual Leadership. 

  The award was pre-
sented by The Council 
for Online Learning 
Excellence (COLE), an 
initiative of the Okla-
homa State Regents for 

Higher Education’s Online Education 
Task Force.  
 Boatmun, vice president for 
enrollment management at Southeast-
ern Oklahoma State University, was 
recognized for serving as a champion 
of high-quality online education in a 
variety of impactful capacities for the 
past 20 years at Southeastern. 
 Most recently he led the 
redesign of the Master of Business 
Administration	to	better	fit	the	needs	
of fully online students, resulting in 
a three-year growth of the program 
from 70 to 800 students. He also has 
been instrumental in the formation of 
the Online Consortium of Oklahoma 
established by the State Regents in 
2018.
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Dr. Boatmun receives      
    state recognition

Boatmun

Staff Association honors four individuals
 Four individuals have been recognized 
with awards from the Southeastern Staff Associa-
tion in 2020.
 Tiffany Tate, coordinator of disability 
services, was selected as the Storm Rookie of 
the Year. She has been at the University for two 
years, and in her current role for a year. She 
works with students, faculty, and staff to ensure 

accessibility inside and outside of the classroom. 
  Receiving the Outstanding Non-Exempt Employee award was Stacey Es-
tep, administrative assistant/accelerated programs admissions specialist. She is in 
her second year at Southeastern, and currently handles day-to-day operations in 
the	office	of	academic	affairs	under	the	direction	of	vice	president	Teresa	Golden.
  April Lehrling, director of student wellness services, was the re-
cipient of the Outstanding Exempt Employee Award and the Service to Students 
Award. In her position, she oversees student health, student counseling, intramu-

ral	programs,	and	campus	fitness	facilities.		
 Alisha Ridenour, CIDT assistant direc-
tor-instructional designer, was named Southeastern 
Staff Association Member of the Year. 
 An employee of Southeastern for two-and-
a-half years, she provides Blackboard and technical 
assistance for faculty staff and students. She also 
provides hands-on assistance to faculty during the 

course-building process and supports their efforts. 
 
 

Tate Estep

Lehrling Ridenour

Chief Batton to be inducted into Oklahoma Hall of Fame
	 Chief	Gary	Batton	of	The	Choctaw	
Nation of Oklahoma is among the 2020 
class of inductees into the Oklahoma Hall of 
Fame.
 Batton will be joining a class that also 
includes Calvin J. Anthony, Stillwater; Mar-
tha Burger, Oklahoma City; Charles Dennis 
“Denny” Cresap, Afton; Terry Stuart Forst, 
Waurika; Stephen M. Prescott, M.D., Okla-
homa City; Francis Rooney, Tulsa; and John 

W. Smith, Del City. 
 Along with being honored at the formal induction cere-
mony, the 2020 Honorees will be recognized in November with 
the unveiling of their portraits at the Oklahoma Hall of Fame 
and	Gaylord-Pickens	Museum.	
 Batton received his bachelor’s degree in management 

from Southeastern with minors in computer science and ac-
counting in 1989. He was honored as a Distinguished Alumnus 
of Southeastern in 2013, and is a member of the Southeastern 
Foundation Board.
 Batton, from Clayton, Oklahoma,  serves as 47th Chief 
of the Choctaw Nation. He began working for the tribe while 
still a university student in 1987, assuming a full-time position 
following his graduation from Southeastern. 
 In 1997, he became Executive Director of Health and 
led its transformation from a 1930s-era hospital into a cut-
ting-edge, state of the art, comprehensive medical healthcare 
system,	anchored	by	a	flagship	hospital	and	served	by	regional	
clinics, wellness programs, and outreach programs.
  In April 2014, Batton became Chief following the 
retirement	of	Chief	Gregory	Pyle.	He	was	confirmed	in	the	po-
sition by an overwhelming vote of the Choctaw people in 2015.  

Batton
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 Southeastern recently announced the establishment of the “Stronger Storm Scholarship’’ that will provide a 
$1,500	tuition	waiver	beginning	this	fall	to	all	first-time,	full-time	(minimum	of	12	hours)	freshmen	who	are	Oklaho-
ma residents. 
	 To	be	considered	first-time	freshmen,	students	should	be	high	school	graduates	who	have	not	previously	at-
tended college, excluding concurrent classes.
 The one-year tuition waiver ($750 per semester) will apply to freshmen who have already enrolled at South-

$1,500	tuition	waiver	set	for	for	Oklahoma	first-time	freshmen

The ‘weight’ is over
Savage Storm athletics opens 
strength and conditioning 
facility, volleyball court  

 The dream is nearing reality.
 The Southeastern Athletics Department’s 
“Strong Together’’ project is nearing completion.  
 The project involved the renovation of 
existing space inside the Bloomer Sullivan Gym-
nasium  into a 5,000 square-foot strength and 
conditioning facility with a turf area, as well as 
enhancements to the volleyball court. 
 A large portion of the project was funded 
by private sources, with Director of Athletics 
Keith Baxter providing leadership.  



Southeastern Oklahoma State University, in compliance 
with applicable federal and state law and regulations, 
does not discriminate and prohibits discrimination on 
the basis of race, color, religion, national origin, sex, 
age, disability, sexual orientation, gender identity, or 
status as a veteran in any of its policies, practices, 
procedures, or programs. This includes, but is not 
limited to: admissions, employment, financial aid, 
and educational services. The University affirms its 
commitment to comply with The Civil Rights Act of 
1964, the Americans with Disabilities Act as amended 
(2018), and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 
1972, and other federal civil rights and equity laws. 
Southeastern Oklahoma State University is an Equal 
Opportunity Employer. This publication, printed by 
the Office of University Communications is issued 
by Southeastern Oklahoma State University as autho-
rized by the Regional University System of Oklahoma 
(RUSO) board. Fifty copies have been prepared and 
distributed at a cost of $40.
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Update Calendar
  July
11	 SE	Golf	Classic,	Chickasaw		 	
	 	 Pointe	Golf	Club
16 Dr. Catalin Dima virtual piano con 
	 cert,	official	SE	facebook	page,	6		
 p.m.
  
  August
17  First day of Fall classes
   

  September
7 Labor Day holiday (Uni-  
 versity closed)

SE Golf Classic 
set for July 11

	 The	Southeastern	Golf	
Classic will take place on Saturday, 
July	11	at	Chickasaw	Pointe	Golf	
Club in Kingston. This six-person 
scramble will combine two of the 
best tournaments in the area – the 
Presidential	Golf	Classic	and	the	
Gridiron	Golf	Classic,	both	benefit-
ting Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University. Participants will enjoy a 
registration gift, chances for hole-in-
one prizes, continental breakfast and 
a post-tournament lunch.
  Registration and opening of 
the practice range will start at 7:30 
a.m. with a shotgun start at 9 a.m.  
 For more information and to 
register, visit www.SE.edu/sgc.

Southeastern instructor to perform 
virtual piano concert for Shelter fund 

 Dr. Catalin Dima, a faculty member in 
the department of music at Southeastern Okla-
homa State University, will host a virtual piano 
concert on Thursday, July 16, from 6-7 p.m. in 
the Fine Arts Recital Hall on campus.
 The hour-long event, featuring selec-
tions from Beethoven, is designed to bring 
awareness and raise funds for the Shelter for 
the Storm Fund, which was created through 
the Southeastern Foundation and will be used 
to assist students with challenges related to the COVID-19 pandemic and 
future issues that might arise. 
 Southeastern president Thomas Newsom will offer remarks at 6 p.m. 
followed by Dr. Dima, who will play for approximately 50 minutes.   
The	concert	will	be	live	streamed	on	the	official	University	Facebook	page	
– www.facebook.com/southeasternoklahomastateuniversity by Keystone 
Broadcasting and Mix 96.1 – the home of the Southeastern Sports Network.
  Dima received a Doctor of Musical Arts degree from Shenandoah 
Conservatory, a Master of Music degree from Mannes School of Music in 
New York City, and a second Master of Musical Arts degree from University 
of Music in Bucharest, Romania.
 He has performed in many venues throughout the United States, 
Europe, and Japan. 

Dr. Dima will perform in 
concert on July 14.

http://www.facebook.com/southeasternoklahomastateuniversity

