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SGA president embraces role as campus leader
 Being a student leader on a college campus carries with it some responsibility.
 And that responsibility has perhaps never been greater than this year at colleges and universities 
throughout the country as classes began amid the concerns and uncertainty surrounding the COVID-19 pan-
demic.
	 At	Southeastern	Oklahoma	State	University,	Anna	Antuono	fills	numerous	leadership	roles,	includ-
ing that of Student Government Association (SGA) president, sorority president, senior resident life assistant, 
as a graduate of the Southeastern President’s Leadership Class (PLC), a participant in the Alumni Legacy 
Leadership program, and as a past member of  the George and Donna Nigh Leadership Academy. 
 She also serves on Southeastern’s COVID-19 Recovery Task Force, a group that includes faculty, 
staff and community members that has worked with University president Thomas Newsom to establish 
guidelines for a safe return to face-to-face instruction this fall.
(see Antuono, page 3)

Banding together

The Southeastern Marching Band and 
Sparks Dance Team performed  a va-
riety of selections and routines recent-
ly at Paul Laird Field. The practice 
session was even more meaningful as 
the groups’ traditional halftime perfor-
mances were cancelled by the decision 
by the Great American Conference not 
to play football games this fall.

Dr. Blackwood named Dean of Graduate School
 For the past decade, Dr. Jeremy Blackwood has become well-known at Southeastern Oklahoma 
State	University	and	in	the	community	for	his	accomplishments	in	the	field	of	music.	
 Most recently, he has served as chair of the department of music, as well vocal coordinator, 
while teaching applied voice as an associate professor. In addition, he has served as  music director for 
Opera Southeastern and for productions in collaboration with Theatre at Southeastern each year. Fur-
thermore, Blackwood serves as resident music director for the Oklahoma Shakespearean Festival.  
 On top of all of that, Blackwood is an active recitalist and performer.
 But he will now be taking on a new role at Southeastern as dean of the graduate school.As 
dean, Blackwood will work closely with vice president for academic affairs Dr. Teresa Golden, 
                                                                                                                                    (see New, page 4) Dr. Jeremy Blackwood

Anna Antuono



www.SE.edu

In the news

2

1st-generation student from small Texas town finds perfect fit 
 Larissa Flores is like many other students at South-
eastern	Oklahoma	State	University	–	a	first-generation	college	
student from a small town with a bright future.
 The junior Elementary Education major by way of  
Bells, Texas (pop. 1,500) instantly found a home away from 
home by becoming involved in the Student Government Asso-
ciation, Savage Storm Leaders, Baptist Collegiate Ministries, 
and Project Teach. She also works on campus in the registrar’s 
office.

  Located in Grayson County, 
Bells is 12 miles southeast of Deni-
son-Sherman. And it’s just 34 miles 
down the road south of Durant.
  Southeastern was actually the 
last campus visit Flores made, having 
toured a half dozen schools in north 
Texas before making her decision to 
cross the Red River.
		 	 “When	I	first	visited	
here during my senior year of high 
school, it just felt like home,’’ she said. 

“Durant is a small, tight-knit community, and at Southeastern, 
students instantly make a connection. Everybody says you’re 
not just a number, but a person, and that’s very true. And I have 
had a world of opportunities since coming here.’’
 Flores has plenty of company from her small home-
town – no less than 24 undergraduate students from Bells are 
currently enrolled at Southeastern. This is quite impressive 
when you consider the enrollment at Bells High School is 288 
students in four grades.
 For many years, the Southeastern Marching Band has 
attracted outstanding students from Bells, and this has spread 
to	the	athletic	fields,	as	former	Bells	Panthers	now	represent	
SE in football, softball, women’s basketball, and women’s track 
and	field.
 And while Flores still spends time with her fellow 
BHS graduates on campus, she also enjoys interacting with 

international students from Australia and Brazil; she counts 
among her best friends students from such Oklahoma locales as 
Durant, Ardmore, Atoka, McAlester, Shawnee, and Elk City.
 For Flores, it’s been a smooth transition from Texas 
student to Oklahoma student.
 “Sometimes the Red River Rivalry (Texas vs. Oklaho-
ma football) will be mentioned,’’ she laughed of her Texas sta-
tus among her friends,  “but we do a lot of fun things together.’’
 Other factors that attracted Flores to Southeastern and 
teaching was the reputation the University has for producing 
teachers,	as	well	as	the	influence	of	various	friends,	teachers,	
counselors, and coaches in her hometown. 
 “When I was in school at Bells, I was a member of the 
PALS (Peer Assistance Leadership and Service) program,’’ she 
said. “This is a buddy program in which older students serve as 
role models and mentors to younger students. After that experi-
ence with PALS, I just fell in love with the classroom and knew 
I wanted to be a teacher.’’
 Although the majority of Southeastern students are 
from Oklahoma, Flores is joined by a large contingent of Tex-
ans. 
 In fact, currently, 19% (1,014) of all SE students come 
from the neighboring Lone Star State.
	 Southeastern	traditionally	draws	a	significant	number	
of Texas students in such programs of study as aviation, busi-
ness, safety, education, and the performing arts. 
 According to Flores and others, the University’s 100% 
out-of-state non-resident tuition waiver policy is attractive to 
Texas students. The waiver makes Southeastern one of the most 
affordable public universities in the southern Oklahoma and 
north Texas region. That, coupled with the location of Durant, 
a drive of a little more than an hour to the Dallas-Fort Worth 
Metroplex, seems to appeal to students from throughout north 
Texas.
 Students from 268 high schools representing 194 cities 
– from Amarillo to San Antonio -- attend Southeastern.

Larissa Flores

  Flu shot season
Southeastern president Thomas Newsom was among the first 
individuals to receive a flu shot September 24 on campus. The 
immunizations were offered free of charge at two locations 
– behind the Morrison Building and at the Visual & Perform-
ing Arts Center on First Street. Health departments located 
throughout southeastern Oklahoma, in coordination with The 
Choctaw Nation of Oklahoma, developed plans to deliver free 
vaccinations to all surrounding communities in September in 
advance of the flu season.
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 “Honestly, that (serving on the task 
force) was stressful,’’ Antuono, a junior,  said 
recently. “But at the same time, it was very 
rewarding doing work that really mattered 
and impacted the lives of students, families, 
faculty, staff, and the community.’’
 She is quite visible on campus and in 
the community, representing the University 
at various functions and doing an occasional 
interview, where you may see her on the local 
TV news talking about Southeastern.
 On top of all her leadership activi-
ties, Antuono, who is from Ardmore and is  a 
Lone Grove High School graduate, is study-
ing special education; however, her career 
plans include attending graduate school to 
become an industrial organizational psychol-
ogist.
 As SGA president, Antuono has 
championed the cause of continued low tui-
tion costs, more involvement from graduate 
students on campus, and additional mental 
health resources for students.
 In her role as a senior residence life 
assistant, she works with many students, 
including those in the President’s Leadership 
Class.
 “The best thing I can do is to offer 
them a listening ear – and then maybe some 
advice,’’ Antuono said. “For those students 
who might be homesick, I tell them to get in-
volved on campus as quickly as possible and 
make	friends.	And	they	will	then	find	their	
home and place at Southeastern.’’
 Anna is actually following in the 
footsteps of older sister Luana Grace, who 
also was an SGA president at Southeastern, a 
residence life assistant, and sorority member 
who participated on the Sparks Dance Team. 
She is now a teacher-counselor at Ardmore 
Middle School.
 Other family members are educators 
in Lone Grove, as Anna’s mother is a special 
education director, while her stepfather is an 
art teacher and musician.
 Anna holds dual citizenship in the 
United States and Italy, where her father 
resides.

(continued from page 1)

Antuono carries on
 family tradition

 Southeastern Oklahoma State University has received an Aerospace 
and Aviation Education Program grant in the amount of $6,500 from the 
Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission (OAC).
 Thirty-eight organizations were awarded similar grants or contracts 
totaling more than  $330,000 from the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission 
(OAC). The record amount of funding will be used to encourage more of 
Oklahoma’s students to enter STEM careers, particularly those in aerospace 
and aviation. The funding was approved by the Commission at its most recent 
meeting.
	 Specifically,	the	Commission	approved	an	education	grant	for	South-
eastern’s “Take Flight Aviation Science Camp.”  The program is an aerospace 
education program designed by the Southeastern Aviation Sciences Institute 
to	expose	students	to	aeronautics	and	flight.		
 “This grant will enable us to continue offering our popular summer 
flight	camp,’’		said	Lloyd	Sauls,	director	of	the	Aviation	Sciences	Institute.	
“We look forward to having another successful camp next year, thanks to the 
support  of the Oklahoma Aeronautics Commission.’’
 The camp was not held this summer due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
 The summer camp will provide students the opportunity to partic-
ipate in hands-on activities that will introduce students to aerodynamics, 
design and performance, navigation, and weather. It is estimated that 25 
students will participate. 
 The week-long camp allows students to live in residence halls on 
campus and attend a variety of classes, learning about careers in aviation and  
the	science	behind	flying	aircraft.	Students	have	the	opportunity	to	fly	with	a	
staff	flight	instructor,	and		the	camp	is	staffed	by	current	Aviation-Profession-
al Pilot majors at Southeastern.

The Take Flight Aviation  summer camp is a popular event for high school 
students interested in that field of study.

Southeastern Aviation receives 
grant	for	summer	flight	camp
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Pandemic puts halt to Homecoming 
 Due to the ongoing safety concerns surrounding COVID-19, South-
eastern Oklahoma State University has made the decision to not hold tradition-
al homecoming activities on October 23-24.
	 “This	was	a	very	difficult	decision,	but	the	health	and	safety	of	our	
campus community, alumni, and visitors was the top priority,’’ said South-
eastern president Thomas Newsom. “Representatives from the University, the 
Alumni Association and the Student Government Association are exploring 
other ways to engage alumni, students, and the University community.’’  
 Both the Alumni Association and SGA have been very supportive of 
this decision, with  alumni president Andrea Rogers Mersiovsky releasing the 
following statement:
 “In effort to keep our alumni, students and supporters safe, the South-
eastern Alumni Association fully supports the efforts and decisions made by 
the leadership of the University regarding Homecoming 2020. Even though 
in-person celebrations are not possible at this time, we encourage each of you 
to take the time to reach out to your classmates, former faculty/staff, Greek 
sisters/brothers, etc., in order to reconnect. Whether in-person or virtual, 
Southeastern Homecoming is a time we all cherish and look forward to each 
year.”
 Anna Antuono, president of the Student Government Association, 
offered similar thoughts,  saying:
 “The Student Government Association agrees that the health and 
safety of our students is paramount and feels this is a necessary adjustment. 
We are working with the University and Alumni Association in order to create 
opportunities for students to network with our alumni, share memories from 
past and present, and connect with our campus community. We look forward 
to celebrating our University’s students and alumni at our Homecoming Week 
in 2021!’’
	 The	Alumni	Office	will	provide	updates	once	any	activities	or	events	
are scheduled.

New dean begins duties
vice president for enrollment management Dr. Tim Boatmun, and the academic 
departments in providing leadership and oversight to develop and sustain grad-
uate programming. He will also retain some teaching duties.
  “We are very pleased to have Dr. Blackwood as our new graduate 
dean,’’ Golden said. “He has been an excellent department chair, and is known 
for caring about students, as well as the entire campus community. His pro-
fessionalism and positive attitude will be a real asset in serving our increasing 
number of graduate programs and students.’’
 Blackwood earned a Doctor of Musical Arts (vocal performance with 
a	related	field	in	vocal	pedagogy)	and	Master	of	Music	(vocal	performance	
with	a	related	field	in	Opera	Theatre)	from	the	University	of	North	Texas,	and	a	
Bachelor of Music Education from Arkansas State University. 
  A native of Harrisburg, Arkansas, Blackwood joined the Southeastern 
faculty in 2010, and had served as chair of the music department since 2018.

(continued from page 1)
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