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The newest additions to the Southeastern aviation fleet arrived recently at the Aviation Sciences Institute.

        Two new Cirrus Aircraft added to aviation fleet
For many years, aviation sciences has been one of several programs that has made Southeastern Oklahoma State Univer-

sity distinct. Aviation Sciences, which began at Southeastern in 1966, now serves 150 students who come to Durant from around 
the country to pursue their dream of becoming a professional pilot.

And the program received a big boost recently with the arrival of two new airplanes from Cirrus Aircraft. 
Aviation	Sciences	Institute	(ASI)	director	Lloyd	Sauls,	lead	flight	instructor	Elizabeth	Resh,	and	senior	instructor	Jacob	

Shiver	took	possession	of	the	planes	recently.	Southeastern	pilots,	joined	by	Cirrus	director	of	fleet	sales	John	Razmus,	flew	air-
craft	N901SE	and	N902SE	to	Eaker	Field	(home	of	SE	Aviation).	

In	addition,	Sauls	and	Resh	completed	a	five-day	introduction	and	training	course	qualifying	them	for	the	Cirrus	SR20	
TRAC	aircraft.
(see Aviation, page 3)

‘Virtual’	Fall	Commencement	is	planned	Dec.	12
Due to safety and health concerns surrounding the 

ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University	will	celebrate	its	December	12	Fall	Commencement	
in a virtual format.

“The health and well-being of our students, their 
families, faculty and staff continues to be our top priority,’’ 
said Southeastern president Thomas Newsom. “Unfortunately, 
holding large, in-person gatherings such as commencement are 
not	advisable,	according	to	health	officials.	While	we	are	dis-
appointed that we will not be able to celebrate this accomplish-
ment in person, we believe the decision is in the best interests 
of the University.’’

Newsom added that it was one of the toughest deci-
sions he’s ever had to make.

“As	a	parent,	I	know	how	important	it	is	to	recognize	
young people for their achievements,’’ he said. “Commence-
ment	is	one	of	those	significant	milestones	that	we	should	all	
be able to celebrate together, and  it really bothers me that we 
are not able to honor our students in the traditional manner. But 
on behalf of the entire University, I want to congratulate all the 
graduates and their families. By no means is their work and 
dedication leading to a college degree lessened by the circum-
stances of not having a formal ceremony.’’
see Virtual, page 4
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Aviation student sees stars while climbing ladder to success
 When	Jacob	Tran	land-
ed	in	Durant	in	the	fall	of	2017,	
he	quickly	found	a	home	in	two	
of Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University’s most storied programs 
– Aviation and Honors.
 The senior Aviation Pro-
fessional Pilot major  is scheduled 
to graduate next May and plans 
to pursue a career – as one might 
guess – as an airline pilot.
 A native of Arlington, 
Texas, Tran graduated from a large 
high school (Arlington Martin) in 
the	Dallas-Fort	Worth	Metroplex.
	 His	parents	(Steve	and	Justine)	and	grandparents	
were born in Vietnam and came to this country in the 
1970s,	eventually	settling	in	Louisiana	before	moving	to	
Texas.		Justine	Tran	is	an	accountant	and	Steve	Tran	is	
an	electrician,	while	Jacob’s		sister	attends	the	University	
of Texas at Arlington and his brother is a UTA graduate. 
Both	are	in	the	field	of	Information	Technology/Market-
ing.
	 So	how	did	Jacob	find	his	way	to	Southeastern?
 “I was interested in aviation and a friend of our 
family	who	flies	for	American	Airlines	recommended	
Southeastern	to	us,’’	he	said.	“We	came	here	up	for	a	
campus visit during my senior year of high school.  The 
biggest thing I remember was that everyone was very 
friendly	and	welcoming.	That	made	quite	an	impression	
on my mother – she had grown up in a small town in Lou-
isiana (Pineville) and liked the atmosphere. In high school, 
I had a small circle of friends, but here, it’s been a new 
experience, venturing out to make new friends.’’
	 Tran,	a	soft-spoken,	articulate	21-year-old,	has	
been a member of the Student Government Association, 
but has also made fast friends through his aviation classes 
and involvement in the Honors Program.
 Southeastern’s highly-regarded aviation program 
dates back to 1966, while the Honors Program was found-
ed	after	the	establishment	of	the	Parsons	Scholar	Endow-
ment	in	1978.	
 Honors is an academic program centered on 
collaborative and hands-on learning. Students take a core 
curriculum of honors courses which complement their 
general	education	and	major	requirements.	In	addition,	

students participate in profes-
sional and cultural enrichment 
activities. Students must apply to 
the Honors program, with cri-
teria including college entrance 
test scores and letters of recom-
mendations; those accepted into 
the program receive scholarships 
to assist in their educational pur-
suits.
 Tran credits aviation scienc-
es director Lloyd Sauls, former 
vice president Kyle Stafford (now 
president at Northeastern Okla-
homa A&M College), and honors 

director Meg Cotter-Lynch for making an impact on him 
during his time in Durant.
	 “I	love	his	stories	about	his	past	flying	experi-
ences,’’ Tran said of Sauls. “He always make his classes 
interesting.’’
 Tran is a fan of the honors director as well.
 “Dr. Cotter-Lynch does everything possible to en-
sure we are successful as students,’’ he said. “She is a very 
caring person, and is always advocating for students.’’
 Tran says moving to a new country was a “big 
deal’’ for his family.
  “The Vietnamese culture is very family-oriented,’’ 
Tran said. “They want you to succeed in whatever you do, 
and that’s what I’ve gotten from my family. Our grandpar-
ents instilled in us the importance of getting an education 
– something they did not have the opportunity to achieve.‘’
 And while Tran embraces his Vietnamese culture, 
he also appreciates others.
 “Coming to Southeastern, I had never experienced 
the Choctaw and Native American culture, but I don’t see 
that many differences (in cultures).  I think it’s always in-
teresting to learn about other people and where they come 
from.’’
 And like his mother, he also enjoys small-town 
life.
 “Durant has a certain appeal,’’ Tran said. “Unlike 
in Arlington, when you go into a restaurant here, you see 
somebody you know. People here are more friendly -- you 
can just feel the difference. And the open spaces – in Du-
rant, you can see the stars at night.’’

Jacob Tran is a senior aviation student at South-
eastern Oklahoma State University.



www.SE.edu

Update

3

“This is really a major advancement in aviation at 
Southeastern,’’	Sauls	said.	“The	Cirrus	SR20	features	a	flight	
management system integrated with a modern autopilot system. 
This will allow our students to be better prepared to train on 
and	fly	today’s	modern	commercial	and	business	jets	by	expos-
ing them to advanced automated aircraft systems.’’

The	planes	were	purchased	through	the	18-month	
“Soaring to New Heights Campaign.’’ Some 150 alumni and 
friends of the University contributed more than $1 million to 
the effort.

The addition of these aircraft now brings the South-
eastern	fleet	up	to	19	aircraft.	The	150	aviation	students	are	
served	by	six	teaching	faculty,	17	instructor	pilots,	five	mainte-
nance personnel, and three staff members.

“Aviation is certainly one of our signature programs at 
Southeastern,’’ said Southeastern president Thomas Newsom. 
“The addition of these aircraft will serve to enhance the overall 
program for many years to come.’’

The ASI offers programs in aviation management, 
professional pilot (accredited by Aviation Accreditation Board 
International), and master’s in aerospace administration and 
logistics.	In	addition,	the	ASI	offers	various	programs	at	Rose	

State College and Tinker Air Force Base in Midwest City, 
Oklahoma.

Two innovative pathway programs are also available 
to	students	–	the	Envoy	Pipeline	Program	through	American	
Airlines,	and	the	Destination	225	degrees	program	through	
Southwest Airlines. 

Aviation Sciences representatives Kyle Thomas, Mike 
Gaffney, and Dr. Stan Alluisi presented Southeastern 
president Thomas Newsom with a model of the new 
aircraft.

Aviation a signature program at Southeastern
(continued from page 1)

Schedule announced for ‘Welcome Home’ virtual events
Although the COVID-19 pandemic halted homecom-

ing plans at Southeastern Oklahoma State University this fall, 
plans are in the works to engage alumni with the campus com-
munity.

The University is putting together a series of virtual 
events for the week of November 11-14.

Among	the	planned	activities/events	are	video	com-
ments to alumni from president Thomas Newsom, Alumni 
Association	president	Andrea	Rogers	Mersiovsky,	and	Student	
Government Association president Anna Antuono.

Also scheduled are video tours of the Magnolia House,  
Southeastern’s new athletic facilities, the Semple Family Mu-
seum of Native American Art, Aviation Sciences, and updates 
from	student	organizations.	

All of the events will be accessible on the alumni Face-
book	page	https://www.facebook.com/SOSUAlumni/

Below is the tentative  schedule of events, with addi-
tional events to be added at a later date:

Wednesday, November 11
6	p.m.	 														Welcome	Home	message	from	President		

Thomas Newsom
Welcome	Home	“Roll	Call”	from	Southeast	
ern Alumni

Thursday, November 12
Noon	–	5	p.m.	 Facebook	LIVE	visits	to	SE	alumni	favorites

6	p.m.	 Andrea	Rogers-Mersiovsky,	SE	Alumni	Asso-	
  ciation Update

Anna	Antuono,	SE	Student	Government	As-	
  sociation Update
6:15	p.m.	 SE	“Cribs”		-		A	tour	of	the	Magnolia	House

Student	organization	updates

Friday, November 13
Noon	–	5	p.m.	Facebook	LIVE	visits	to	SE	alumni	favorites
2	p.m.	 Facebook	LIVE	from	the	Southeastern	Avia-	
  tion Sciences Institute 
3:15	p.m.	 Facebook	LIVE	with	Janie	Semple	Umsted	at	

the Semple Family Museum of Native Ameri- 
  can Art
6		p.m.	 In	the	kitchen	with	Rick	Wells	@	Rick’s	Chop-	
  house
6:15	p.m.	 Student	organization	updates

Saturday, November 14
10	a.m.	 SE	Student	Athlete	alumni	Facebook	roll	call
10:15	a.m.	 What’s	new	in	Southeastern	Athletics	video		

feature



Southeastern Oklahoma State University, in com-
pliance with applicable federal and state law and 
regulations, does not discriminate and prohibits 
discrimination on the basis of race, color, religion, 
national origin, sex, age, disability, sexual orienta-
tion, gender identity, or status as a veteran in any of 
its policies, practices, procedures, or programs. This 
includes, but is not limited to: admissions, employ-
ment, financial aid, and educational services. The 
University affirms its commitment to comply with 
The	Civil	Rights	Act	of	1964,	the	Americans	with	
Disabilities	Act	as	amended	(2018),	and	Title	IX	
of	the	Education	Amendments	of	1972,	and	other	
federal	civil	rights	and	equity	laws.	Southeastern	
Oklahoma	State	University	is	an	Equal	Opportunity	
Employer.	This	publication,	printed	by	the	
Office of University Communications is issued 
by Southeastern Oklahoma State University as 
authorized	by	the	Regional	University	System	of	
Oklahoma	(RUSO)	board.	Fifty	copies	have	been	
prepared and distributed at a cost of $40.
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Carrying the flag
Southeastern’s Winter ‘Olivia’ Wilson performs with the Color Guard 
during a recent performance with the Southeastern Marching Band at 
Paul Laird Field. Wilson is a freshman from Durant.

Virtual Commencement set
continued from page 1

SOSU 2020 COMMENCEMENT REIMAGINED will go live on the 
Southeastern	website	homepage		www.se.edu	on	Saturday,	December	12	at	10	
a.m.

The event will include pre-recorded comments from President Newsom; 
Vice President for Academic Affairs Teresa Golden, who will read the names of 
the	honor	graduates;	Vice	President	for	Student	Affairs	Liz	McCraw,	who	will	
read the names of all other graduates; and Alumni Association President Andrea 
Rogers	Mersiovsky.		These	remarks	will	be	filmed	in	a	stage	setting.	
            In addition, in mid-November, graduates will have the opportunity to 
have	their	official	graduation	photo	taken	on	the	stage.

Also,	the	University	will	be	recognizing	the	graduates	in	a	unique	way	
online.	Each	graduate	will	have	their	very	own	webpage	where	family,	friends,	
and the University community can post written and video messages of congratu-
lations. Photos and other information may also be uploaded to the webpages, and 
graduates will be able to share the site and photos through various social media 
platforms.

Southeastern returned to a blend of in-person and remote instruction 
this fall  and announced previously that instruction would be moved to all  re-
mote/online	delivery	for	five	days	(Nov.	30-Dec.	4	)	after	Thanksgiving.	This	
will	be	followed	by	a	finals	week	to	be	conducted	virtually,	with	either	online	
exams	or	alternative	projects/presentations.

“Like many other schools, we made this decision as a preventive mea-
sure,’’ Newsom said. “The anticipated surge of COVID in November, combined 
with	the	arrival	of	the	flu,	which	can	display	similar	symptoms,	has	the	poten-
tial to create challenges to the health of the communities on college campuses.  
This risk is enhanced by the likelihood of student and faculty travel during 
the	Thanksgiving	holidays	(Nov.	23-27),	which	could		increase	the	chances	for	
COVID 19 exposure.’’
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