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In-person commencement scheduled for May 7-8-9
 Southeastern Oklahoma State University has announced plans to hold 
in-person commencement ceremonies on May 7-8-9.
 The ceremonies will begin at 9 a.m. on each day at Paul Laird Field on the 
Southeastern campus in Durant. 
 Graduates were contacted about signing up and selecting a day in which to 
participate.
 “We are excited that we are able to return to an in-person commencement 
this spring,’’ Southeastern president Thomas Newsom said. “Commencement is 
one of the most important events on campus as we celebrate the accomplishments 
of our students with their families, faculty, and staff. It’s a truly special moment 
for all of us.’’
             The ceremonies will celebrate the commencement of all 2020 graduates 
and May 2021 graduates. The commencement plans will balance the tradition of 
the ceremony with safety concerns for graduates, guests, and staff with respect 
to public health and safety.  All participants, graduates, guests, and staff will be 
required to wear a face mask and maintain social distancing during the event.
 Each graduate will have a limited number (3) of guest tickets; those per-
sons not attending in-person can watch the ceremony via live stream.
   In the event of inclement weather, the ceremony will be delayed until later 
the same day. If the weather does not allow for the event to proceed, the ceremony 
will be cancelled as the University does not have the ability to safely move the ceremonies indoors at this time. 
 Additional information about graduation is available at https://www.se.edu/registrar/graduation.

Commencement will be held May 
7-8-9 at Paul Laird Field.

 Southeastern Oklahoma State University partnered with the Oklahoma 
State Department of Health March 31 to offer the COVID-19 vaccine to all SE 
faculty, staff and students.
	 		Others	eligible	to	receive	the	Pfizer	vaccine	were	retired	University	
faculty and staff and Southeastern alumni from Bryan County.
 A total of 265 individuals were administered vaccinations at the event, 
which was  held from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. in  the Glen D. Johnson Student Union.
 Participants pre-registered through an online link.
	 The	second	Pfizer	vaccine	will	be	administered	on	Wednesday,	April	28	
in the student union.The Pfizer vaccine was administered 

March 31 at Southeastern.

Vaccine administered to 265 individuals
        on campus through partnership

https://www.se.edu/registrar/graduation
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Spring sports make comeback
 Despite the lingering COVID-19 pandemic, spring sports 
returned in  full swing at Southeastern, with appropriate proto-
cols in place for both athletes and spectators.
 Student-athletes have proudly represented the University 
on the softball, baseball, and football fields, the tennis and volley-
ball courts, the golf course, the track, and the rodeo arena.

Jacob Bigham, a pitcher from McLoud, Oklahoma, uncorks a pitch 
during a recent game for the Savage Storm.

Freshman tennis player Rhythm Aswal is from 
New Delhi, India.

Kady Fryrear, a freshman first baseman from Tuttle, Oklahoma, slides 
safely into third base.
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News update

 Rylee Dunlap represented Southeastern Oklahoma State University at the 26th annual 
Research Day at the Capitol.
 Dunlap was one of 21 students from throughout Oklahoma participating in the event.   
 Her research topic was “Pandemic Trends,’’ and her faculty advisor on the project 
was Dr. Ning Wu, professor of biological sciences.
 The virtual poster session was held March 30. Sponsors of the event were Oklahoma 
Established Program to Stimulate Competitive Research (OK EPSCoR) and the Oklahoma 
State Regents for Higher Education.
 Dunlap, a  senior from Stringtown, Oklahoma,  is a double major (psychology and 
biology) with a chemistry minor.
 She has been very active on campus as part of the Honors Program, Savage Storm 
Leaders, Sparks dance team, Pre-Med Club, Alpha Chi, OK-LSAMP, Student Government 
Association, Alumni Legacy Leaders, and SE Psi Chi.

Rylee Dunlap participates in
Research Day at the Capitol

Rylee Dunlap

News updates
Homecoming scheduled
for October 15-16
 Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University is moving forward with plans 
to return to a traditional homecoming 
this fall after the COVID-19 pandemic 
caused the event to be held virtually last 
year.
 Homecoming is scheduled for 
October 15-16 with all the traditional 
events (Distinguished Alumni Awards 
banquet,	bonfire,	reunions,	etc.)	on	the	
schedule.
  The homecoming football game 
will feature the Savage Storm hosting 
Northwestern Oklahoma State.   

Aviation Alumni fish fry 
to be held May 15
 
 Southeastern’s annual Aviation 
Alumni Fish Fry is scheduled for Sat-
urday, May 15 at the Aviation Sciences 
Institute.
 The event will begin with an 
open house to offer demonstrations of 
the Cirrus/various other aircraft, along 
with a new  FRASCA simulator, and 
computer labs.

 Following dinner, a number of 
scholarships will be awarded.

Southeastern Golf
Classic is June 11
 The Southeastern Golf Classic 
is scheduled to be played on Friday, June 
11 at Chickasaw Pointe Golf Club in 
Kingston.
 Registration for the Presidential 
Flight will begin at 7 a.m. followed by a 
shotgun start at 8 a.m.
 Registration for the Gridiron 
Flight is at 1 p.m., followed by a shotgun 
start at 2 p.m.
 Lunch will be served on the 
course and outside of the clubhouse.
 An awards ceremony will be 
held at 8 p.m. at Choctaw Events Center.
 Format for the event is a 6-per-
son scramble.
	 Prizes	will	be	awarded	to	the	top	
three teams, long drive, and closest to 
the pin.
 The Southeastern Golf Classic is 
a combined fundraising effort to support 
the Southeastern Foundation, the South-
eastern football program, and Southeast-
ern Oklahoma State University.

 

Four-day work week
begins on May 31
 Beginning Monday, May 31, 
Southeastern will again implement the 
Four-Day Work Week during the sum-
mer. 
	 	All	University	offices	will	have	
posted hours of 8  a.m. to 5 p.m Monday 
through Thursday. 
   All full-time staff members are 
required to work 40 hours per week or 
use the necessary amount of annual or 
compensatory leave to meet the 40 hour 
per week requirement. The Four-Day 
Work Week will end on Friday, July 30.

SE Golf Classic in 
Idabel set for May 21
 The SE Golf Classic is sched-
uled for May 21 at Idabel Country Club. 
Cost is $75 per player for the four-person 
scramble.
	 The	event	benefits	students	at	the	
McCurtain County branch campus.
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Southeastern Oklahoma State University, in 
compliance with applicable federal and state 
law and regulations, does not discriminate and 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, religion, national origin, sex, age, disabil-
ity, sexual orientation, gender identity, or status 
as a veteran in any of its policies, practices, pro-
cedures, or programs. This includes, but is not 
limited to: admissions, employment, financial 
aid, and educational services. The University 
affirms its commitment to comply with The 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Americans with 
Disabilities Act as amended (2018), and Title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
and other federal civil rights and equity laws. 
Southeastern Oklahoma State University is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer. This pub-
lication, printed by the Office of University 
Communications is issued by Southeastern 
Oklahoma	State	University	as	authorized	by	
the Regional University System of Oklahoma 
(RUSO) board. Fifty copies have been prepared 
and distributed at a cost of $40.
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 Southeastern Oklahoma State University has 
added	Anna	Hicks	to	its	Office	of	University	Commu-
nications with her appointment as director of market-
ing.
 Hicks earned her bachelor’s degree in 
marketing at Southeastern in 2003, and her master’s 
in	organization,	learning,	and	technology	at	Texas	
A&M-Commerce in 2019. 
 She has 14 years of experience in education and the private 
sector, including one year as an admissions counselor/recruiter at 
Southeastern. Her most recent position was as director of career and 
technical education dual credit at Grayson College.
 Hicks also has four years of marketing experience in the med-
ical	field.
 She will be joining the staff of University Communications 
that includes director Alan Burton, assistant director/photographer 
Dan Hoke, and digital content manager Lyndsey Owens.
	 The	Communications	Office	promotes	the	University	through	
news releases and publications, social media, videos, photographs, and 
advertising, while serving as a liaison with the news media.

Hicks begins duties as marketing director

Fun in the mud
Mud volleyball was among the activities offered as a stress-breaker 
during Springfest during the week of  April 5-9. The activities were spon-
sored by the Student Government Association.

 Calendar of Events
                    May
7-8-9 -- Commencement, Paul Laird Field, 
9 a.m.
15 -- Aviation Alumni Fish Fry, Aviation 
Sciences Institute
21 -- SE Golf Classic, Idabel Country Club
31 -- Four-day summer work day begins 
(offices	will	be	open	8	a.m	to	5	p.m.	Mon-
day-Thursday)

                          June
9 -- Operation Orange medical school event
11 -- Presidential Golf Classic, Chickasaw 
Pointe Golf Club
 

Hicks


