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Chancellor Emeritus to
speak at Commencement

Bloomer Sullivan Arena will be the site of Fall Commence-
ment.

 Chancellor Emeritus Glen D. 
Johnson will be the guest speaker at 
Southeastern Oklahoma State Universi-
ty’s  Fall Commencement ceremonies in 
December.
 Two ceremonies will be held:
--  On Friday, December 10, at 6 
p.m., a ceremony will be held for gradu-
ate students (master’s candidates).
-- On Saturday, December 11, at 9 a.m., a ceremony 
will be held for undergraduate students (bachelor’s candi-
dates).
 Both ceremonies are scheduled for  Bloomer Sulli-
van Arena.
 Johnson was chancellor of the Oklahoma State 
System of Higher Education from 2007-21. He led a state 
system comprised of 25 state colleges and universities and 
10 constituent agencies. Johnson provided leadership on 
matters relating to standards for Oklahoma higher educa-
tion, courses and programs of study, budget allocations for 
institutions, fees and tuition, and strategic planning. 
 The State Regents named him Chancellor Emeritus 
in September 2021.
 Johnson became eighth chancellor of the Oklaho-
ma State System in January 2007 after a national search. 
Before assuming the role of chancellor, he served as the 
16th president of Southeastern Oklahoma State University 
for 10 years. 

Bowl Bound

Savage Storm to meet Emporia State in postseason game
 Coming off an 8-3 season and one of the biggest turnarounds in Division II history Southeastern football has been invited 
to play in the Farmer’s Bank and Trust Live United Bowl in Texarkana, Ark., at noon on Dec. 4 against Emporia State.
  The contest will be played at Razorback Stadium in Texarkana, Ark., and tickets run $10 per adult and $4 for students.
  “We’re really excited about the fact that we get to continue our football season here in Texarkana,” said Southeastern 
president Thomas Newsom. “One of the things I talk to our coach and players about when they come in is that our goal every year 
is to play a 12th football game, and it’s such a joy, such a privilege, and such a pleasure to be able to do that in Texarkana.”
 (see  Bowl Game, page 2)
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Top 10 Freshmen recognized
 Southeastern Oklahoma State University recognized the recipi-
ents of the Top 10 Freshman Award Oct. 29 during a ceremony and recep-
tion in the Hallie McKinney Ballroom.
 Southeastern president Thomas Newsom and executive director 
of the center for student success  Marlin Blankenship offered remarks in 
congratulating  the students.
  The awards are based on academics, leadership, campus involve-
ment, and letters of recommendation, and were presented to students who 
were freshmen in 2020.
 Following are the Top 10 Freshman award recipients:
-- Lauren Beason, from Lexington, Oklahoma, marketing major
-- Emma Quintana, McAlester, pre-med in Biology and Chemistry
-- Alaura Elizabeth Gilmore, Antlers, political science
-- Chloe Miller, Frogville, English Education
-- Dottie Fuhr, Sherman, Texas, theatre acting and directing and 
musical theatre
-- Rachel Goade, Anna, Texas, business
-- Madison Saunders, McKinney, Texas, aviation management and 
safety
-- Maci Bookout, Royse City, Texas, Elementary Education
-- Faith Isenberg, Kingston, Early Childhood Education
-- Mason Phillips, Durant, aviation
 The Top 10 Freshman event is sponsored by the Academic Advising and Outreach Center and SE Freshman Pro-
grams.

Southeastern president Thomas Newsom joined the 
Top 10 Freshman Award recipients for a group pho-
to. Front row, left to right, Madison Saunders, Chloe 
Miller, Mason Phillips, Emma Quintana, and Alaura 
Gilmore. Back row, Rachel Goade, Dottie Fuhr, 
Maci Bookout, Lauren Beason, and Faith Isenberg.

Southeastern students in the program are Rylee Dun-
lap, Delanie Cooper, Marli Nagel, Bobby Boehme, 
Sergio Vazquez Gomez, Nicholas White,  and Asuncion 
Rubio. Emma Quintana, not pictured.

 A number of Oklahoma Louis Stokes Alliance for Partici-
pation (OK-LSAMP) scholars from Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University attended the program’s recent research symposium.
 The 27th Annual OK-LSAMP  Research Symposium was 
held Oct. 8-9 at Oklahoma State University.
 Three OK-LSAMP scholars from Southeastern -- Asun-
cion Eleazar Rubio, Sergio A. Vazquez Gomez (supervised by SE 
professor Dr. Nancy L. Paiva,) and Emma Quintana (supervised by 
SE professor Dr. Ning Wu), presented their research results through 
poster presentations. 
 Rubio is a junior chemistry major from Bokchito (Rock 
Creek High School); Gomez is a senior chemistry-biology major 
from Hendrix (Achille High School); and Quintana is  a sophomore 
biological sciences major from McAlester.
 OK-LSAMP is a consortium of Oklahoma colleges and 
universities working together to develop programs aimed at increas-
ing the number of students from under-represented populations who 
receive degrees in Science, Technology, Engineering, and Mathe-
matics (STEM) disciplines. Participating scholars receive financial 
awards every semester, paid summer research internships and 
international research experience, and peer mentoring.

Stokes’ Alliance Scholars
present at Symposium

Bowl game set for Dec. 4
(continued from page 1)
 The Storm return to the postseason for the first 
time since the 2014 season which also ended in a trip to 
the Live United Bowl.
  Southeastern picked up a pair of wins over 
nationally-ranked opponents on the year, including a 
32-31 win over Harding who finished the season ranked 
No. 7 and Ouachita Baptist who was ranked fifth when 
the Storm knocked them off 35-21.
  ESU advances to the postseason after posting a 
6-5 record on the season in the MIAA.
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News update

Austin College honors President Newsom       
with Distinguished Alumnus Award
 Southeastern Oklahoma State University president Thomas Newsom was 
honored as a Distinguished Alumnus by Austin College Oct. 22  during homecoming 
activities.
 Newsom, a 1991 graduate of the Sherman (Texas) college, was one of six indi-
viduals to receive this recognition at an awards dinner.
 A Sherman native, Newsom began his duties as the 21st president of Southeast-
ern in April of 2020. Under his leadership, the University achieved record enrollment 
with more than 5,000 students in fall 2020 – all in the midst of the pandemic.
Newsom is active in Imagine Durant, the Durant Area Chamber of Commerce, and the 
Durant Industrial Authority.
 He earned a Ph.D. in Higher Education Administration from the University of 
North Texas, an M.S. in Higher Education from Texas A&M-Commerce, and a B.A. in 
Business Administration from Austin College. 

President Thomas Newsom re-
ceives the Distinguished Alum-
nus Award from Austin College 
president Steven P. O’Day.

University hosts October      
         RUSO meeting

 Southeastern Oklahoma State University hosted 
the October meeting of the Regional University System of 
Oklahoma (RUSO) Board of Regents.  
 Committee meetings were held on Oct. 21, fol-
lowed by the regular board meeting the next morning in 
the Hallie McKinney Ballroom on the Southeastern cam-
pus.
 In addition, the University hosted a dinner for the 
regents, at which the Southeastern Chorale performed.
 The Board of Regents of Oklahoma Colleges (now 

Regional University System of Oklahoma) was created on 
July 6, 1948 to govern the six regional universities. 
 Eight of the Regents are appointed by the Gov-
ernor. The State Superintendent of Public Instruction is 
elected and serves in an ex officio capacity.
 Currently serving as RUSO regents are Connie 
Reilly, chair; Jane McDermott, vice chair; Amy Anne 
Ford; Lake Carpenter; Eric Fisher; Joy Hofmeister, State 
Superintendent of Public Instruction;  Gary Parker; Chris 
Van Denhende; and Susan Winchester.

In photo at left, the the RUSO board holds its October meet-
ing; above, the Southeastern Chorale performed at a dinner 
during the regents’ visit.
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Southeastern Oklahoma State University, in 
compliance with applicable federal and state 
law and regulations, does not discriminate and 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, religion, national origin, sex, age, disabil-
ity, sexual orientation, gender identity, or status 
as a veteran in any of its policies, practices, pro-
cedures, or programs. This includes, but is not 
limited to: admissions, employment, financial 
aid, and educational services. The University 
affirms its commitment to comply with The 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Americans with 
Disabilities Act as amended (2018), and Title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
and other federal civil rights and equity laws. 
Southeastern Oklahoma State University is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer. This pub-
lication, printed by the Office of University 
Communications is issued by Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University as authorized by 
the Regional University System of Oklahoma 
(RUSO) board. Fifty copies have been prepared 
and distributed at a cost of $40.
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 Calendar of Events
       
  December
1-31 -- Holiday Loop of Lights
4 -- Football vs. Emporia State in Farmers Bank & 
Trust Live United Bowl, Texarkana, Arkansas, noon
6 -- Semple Family Museum of Native American Art 
Holiday Open House, campus, 2-4 p.m., community, 
5-7 p.m.
6 -- Candlelighting, Montgomery Auditorium, 7:30 
p.m.
10 -- Commencement, Master’s degrees, Bloomer 
Sullivan Arena, 6 p.m.
11 -- Commencement, Bachelor’s degrees, Bloomer 
Sullivan Arena, 9 a.m.
23-31 -- Winter holidays

  January
10 -- First day of spring classes

Athletics announces partnership 
with Choctaw Casino and Resort

 Southeastern Oklahoma State University (SE) and Choctaw Casi-
no & Resort – Durant announced today a multi-year partnership. Choc-
taw Casino & Resort – Durant will be the official partner of the Savage 
Storm athletic department. 
  “Choctaw Casino & Resort – Durant has had a long and proud 
history of supporting the community and we’re honored to continue that 
with this sports partnership,” said Jeff Penz, Senior Director of Gaming 
Operations at Choctaw Casino & Resort – Durant. “SE athletics pro-
grams have always demonstrated excellence and at Choctaw Casino & 
Resort – Durant, we are thrilled to bring SE students, fans and alumni 
closer to the sports they love while also offering potential job opportuni-
ties.”  
  With this partnership, is the creation of the Choctaw Stu-
dent-Athlete Leadership Academy. Choctaw Casino & Resort – Durant 
and Choctaw Nation employees will be invited to the campus to talk to 
groups of student athletes on a variety of topics such as: employment 
opportunities, professional development and community leadership.
  “This partnership is another great example of how Choctaw 
Casino & Resort – Durant supports the University and our community,” 
said SE president Thomas Newsom. “With the creation of this partner-
ship, our athletic department will be able to better promote the success of 
our student athletes both on and off the field, as well as improve the fan 
experience at all of our Savage Storm athletic events.”
  The partnership becomes the largest of its kind in SE history 
and will provide Choctaw Casino & Resort – Durant with a plethora of 
branding options, highlighted by new Choctaw logos which will adorn 
the playing courts in both Bloomer Sullivan Arena and Bloomer Sullivan 
Gymnasium. In addition, Choctaw Casino & Resort – Durant will see 
new branding at the entrances of SE’s athletic venues along with score-
board signage. As well as a prominent presence in all the department’s 
digital and print media.
    The partnership extends across the full breadth of the 12 Savage 
Storm programs which include football, volleyball and cross country in 
the spring; men’s and women’s basketball in the winter; baseball, softball, 
and women’s track and field in the spring; men’s and women’s tennis; 
men’s golf and rodeo which compete across the entire academic year.


