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The Class of 2026 poses for a group photo on the front steps of Morrison Hall as part of Freshman Convocation activities.

Back to School

 Fall classes began Monday, Aug. 22, at Southeastern, but not before a great deal of planning 
and preparation took place. Pictured on page 3 are just a few of the activities that occurred prior to 
the first day of class.
 The semester will conclude with Fall Commencement, scheduled for December 16-17 in 
Bloomer Sullivan Arena.
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 The Oklahoma Higher Education Heritage 
Society will welcome 11 individuals into the Oklahoma 
Higher Education Hall of Fame in 2022.
 Among that group are Kate Galt Zaneis, late 
president of Southeastern State Teachers College, now 
Southeastern Oklahoma State University, and Buddy 
Spencer, businessman and SE Distinguished Alumnus. 
Spencer will receive a special merit award. 
 The 28th annual induction ceremony and ban-

quet is scheduled for Nov. 1 at the 
Oklahoma History Center. 
 “We are honored that President 
Zaneis and Mr. Spencer are receiv-
ing this award,’’ said Southeastern 
president Thomas Newsom. “Both 
of them are deserving of this rec-
ognition after having made such 
long-lasting contributions to higher 

education.’’
 In 1935, Zaneis was appointed as the ninth pres-
ident of Southeastern -- the first female to head a state 
college or university in the nation.
 Although Zaneis only served as president from 
May 1935 to July 1937, she accomplished a great deal, 
including overseeing a 33 percent increase in enroll-
ment, obtaining Public Works Administration funding 
for facilities, equipment, and athletic field improve-
ments, increasing funding for student work programs, 
and in 1937, securing an appearance by First Lady El-
eanor Roosevelt for a speech on campus and overnight 
stay at the President’s home.
  Born in 1887 in Springplace, Georgia, Kate 
moved with her family to Ardmore, Oklahoma, and 
graduated from high school there in 1907. 
  She later served as principal of Lincoln Ward 
School in Ardmore.  In 1915, Zaneis became the su-
perintendent of Lone Grove High School and Rexroat 
Consolidated Schools, and not long after, was on the 
summer teaching faculty at Southeastern State Teachers 
College (STC). 
  In 1920, while pursuing her bachelor’s degree at 
STC, Zaneis was elected as Carter County superinten-
dent to work on rural school consolidation.
 Later, as a member of the State Board of Edu-
cation, she successfully achieved approval of sabbatical 

leaves for college faculty members. In 1935, shortly 
before she received her master’s degree from Oklahoma 
A&M (now Oklahoma State University), Zaneis was 
named president of STC. 
 In her later career, Zaneis served as the director 
of education for the Oklahoma Department of Public 
Safety. She also worked on the school lunch program 
through the Department of Public Welfare and later 
through the Department of Education.
 Zaneis died on September 9, 1973, in Ardmore.
  Buddy Spencer graduated from Southeastern 
in 1953 with a bachelor’s degree in Education.  While 
attending Southeastern, he played basketball for the 
legendary coach Bloomer Sullivan for four years and 
served as the President of the Student Body.   Following 
graduation, he joined the U.S. Marine Corps.
  Spencer returned from military service to enter 
the automobile business, first working for Chevrolet 
and then as an automobile dealer.  He has been in the 
automobile business for more than 50 years, starting 
with his first dealership, Buddy Spencer Ford in Durant.   
He is now the owner of the Blue Ribbon Auto Group in 
Sallisaw, Oklahoma. 
  Spencer’s wife Doris is also a Southeastern 
graduate.  He was honored as a Distinguished Alumnus 
at Southeastern in 1982, and has received similar honors 
at Carl Albert State College.
 Other Hall of Fame inductees this year are  
Larry Duffy, vice president for development and alumni 
affairs at Western Oklahoma State College; V. Burns 
Hargis, president emeritus of Oklahoma State Universi-
ty; Cindy Hess, senior vice president and chief academ-
ic officer at Tulsa Community College; Mary Margaret 
Holt, dean of the Weitzenhoffer Family College of Fine 
Arts at the University of Oklahoma; George W. Mc-
Laurin, late professor at Langston University; Gloria 
Pollard, human resources department, OU; William 
Ray, dean emeritus of the graduate college at OU-Tulsa; 
Randa Shehab, associate dean at the Gallogly College 
of Engineering at OU; and Gene Rainbolt, businessman, 
higher education philanthropist and civic leader (special 
merit award).

President Zaneis, Distinguished Alumnus to be honored

Zaneis
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News update

Start of semester busy with preparation

President Thomas Newsom offers comments at the Fac-
ulty-Staff general meeting in Montgomery Auditorium.

The annual ritual of moving into the residence hall is often a 
family  affair.

Freshmen Choctaw students learned more about the University 
during Camp Chahta orientation.

Among the speakers at Freshman Convocation was Dr. Kath-
eryn Shannon, professor of Educational Instruction and Leader-
ship and Faculty Senate chair.

The Spirit of Southeastern Marching Band tunes up for 
another busy year.
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Southeastern Oklahoma State University, in 
compliance with applicable federal and state 
law and regulations, does not discriminate and 
prohibits discrimination on the basis of race, 
color, religion, national origin, sex, age, disabil-
ity, sexual orientation, gender identity, or status 
as a veteran in any of its policies, practices, pro-
cedures, or programs. This includes, but is not 
limited to: admissions, employment, financial 
aid, and educational services. The University 
affirms its commitment to comply with The 
Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Americans with 
Disabilities Act as amended (2018), and Title 
IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
and other federal civil rights and equity laws. 
Southeastern Oklahoma State University is 
an Equal Opportunity Employer. This pub-
lication, printed by the Office of University 
Communications is issued by Southeastern 
Oklahoma State University as authorized by 
the Regional University System of Oklahoma 
(RUSO) board. Fifty copies have been prepared 
and distributed at a cost of $40.
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 Calendar of Events
   September
1 -- Football vs. Arkansas Tech, here, 6 p.m.
5 -- Labor Day holiday
27 -- Texoma College Fair, Bloomer Sullivan Arena, 9 
a.m. -- 11 a.m.
29- 30 – Theatre at SE presents “Keely and Du,’’ 
Montgomery Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.  
  October
1 -- Rodeo Hall of Fame, Ballroom
1 -- Theatre at SE presents “Keely and Du,’’ Mont-
gomery Auditorium, 7:30 p.m.
5 -- SE Live recruiting event
14 -- Fall Break
14 -- Spirit of the Hawk Gala and Hall of Fame Induc-
tion
21̀ -22 -- Homecoming
29 -- Presidential Partners

Helena Guidry is pictured next to an as-
tronaut’s suit on display in the SE Teacher 
Education Services office.

 Helena Guidry, a mathematics education major from  
Lewisville, Texas, was recently named Educator of the Year 
by the NASA OKSG (Oklahoma Space Grant) Stellar (STEM 
Teachers Experience Linking Learners to Aerospace Research).
 Guidry is a senior at Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University and a graduate of Hebron High School. She is a 
member of the Honors Program, and has been involved with 
the SE Alumni Legacy organization and debate team.
 “Attending Southeastern has opened some doors and 
definitely broadened my career plans and opportunities,’’ she 
said. 
 Guidry said she would like to pursue a career with 
NASA, or possibly teach.
 The purpose of the NASA Oklahoma Space Grant 
Consortium is to give prospective and currently serving STEM 
educators the opportunity to work with NASA educators, 
researchers, and scientists in aerospace research applicable to 
their classrooms. 
 Participants must have at least a 2.9 GPA, and were 
chosen from 10 colleges and universities and three public 
school districts in the Oklahoma City area.

Senior math major earns 
NASA educator award


