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Dr. Thomas Newsom named president
 Southeastern Oklahoma State University has a new 
president.

 Dr. Thomas Newsom, who current-
ly serves as Interim Vice President for 
Student Success and Dean of Students at 
Texas A&M-Commerce, will assume the 
duties as 21st  president of Southeastern 
on April 30. (Interim Southeastern presi-
dent Bryon Clark will complete his duties 
at Commencement on May 9.)
  The Board of Regents of  the 
Regional University System of Oklahoma 

(RUSO) made the announcement January 31 at its regularly 
scheduled meeting at the University of Central Oklahoma in 
Edmond. 
 “We had a number of  outstanding candidates for 
the position,’’ said Regent Chair Susan Winchester. “After 

thoughtful deliberation by the Board, Dr. Newsom emerged 
as the best candidate to lead Southeastern into the future. The 
University has experienced significant growth in enrollment 
and other areas over the past few years, and we believe Dr. 
Newsom has the ability to build upon that success. He and 
his family will be a great asset to the Durant community. We 
would also like to express our appreciation to the screening 
committee and the Higher Education Leadership Search firm 
for their assistance throughout the process.’’
 Dr. Newsom joined A&M-Commerce in April 2018.  
Prior to that, he was President of Mesalands Community 
College in Tucumcari, New Mexico, which saw a double-digit 
increase in enrollment and improved graduation rates during 
his five-year tenure. While at Mesalands, he also served as 
Chair of the President’s Academy Executive Committee of 
the American Association of Community Colleges (AACC).
(see New president, page 4)

Newsom

Spring enrollment hits 
all-time high at 4,744

 Enrollment records continue to be 
broken at Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University.
 This spring’s enrollment of 4,744 
students is the largest enrollment ever 
recorded in a spring semester during the 
111-year history of the University.
 This comes on the heels of the 
record-setting enrollment of 4,824 students 
last fall. That was the highest enrollment of 
students in a fall semester in school history.
 Among the most significant areas 
of growth are in adult online learners, as 
well as online graduate programs in Edu-
cation (School Counseling, Special Educa-
tion, Educational Leadership, Curriculum 
and Instruction), and Sports Administra-
tion.
 This spring’s enrollment represents 
a 13.1 percent increase in head count over 
last spring, and an 8.7 percent increase in 
student credit hours over the same time.
(see Several, page 3)

Massey School of Business earns 
AACSB accreditation extension

             The John Massey School of Business at Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University is one of 48 schools worldwide to have earned an extension 
of accreditation for its business programs from The Association to Advance 
Collegiate Schools of Business International (AACSB) this year.
             Southeastern is one of only six institutions in Oklahoma to hold AA-
CSB accreditation. 
            For more than a century, AACSB accreditation has been synonymous 
with the highest standards in business education and has been earned by only 
5 percent of the world’s schools offering business degrees at the bachelor’s 
level or higher. Today, 862 institutions across 56 countries and territories 
have earned AACSB accreditation.
 “The AACSB accreditation is a symbol of excellence,’’ said South-
eastern interim president Dr. Bryon Clark. “To maintain this accreditation 
requires a great deal of commitment and dedication from an institution and 
its faculty. This continuous improvement ensures that we are delivering the 
highest quality of education to our students. Southeastern is also very appre-
ciative of the longtime support and vision of (former Regent) John Massey as 
the institution continues to move forward.’’ 
 Dr. Kitty Campbell,  John Massey Professor, Chair of Management 
& Marketing and Accounting & Finance, and Dr. Martin Bressler, Professor/
John Massey Endowed Chair in Entrepreneurship, Management & Market-
ing, led the accreditation efforts with the assistance of many other individuals 
in the Business School.
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 Legendary Southeastern baseball coach Mike Metheny 
has garnered many honors from a stellar coaching career, 
including having the field named in his honor as well as his 
number 1 being retired.
 Already an NAIA and Southeastern Hall of Fame 
member, Metheny added another notch to his impressive 
resume on January 3 with arguably the pinnacle honor you can 
receive as a college baseball coach.
 Surrounded by family, friends, former players and 
hundreds of baseball coaches from throughout the country, the 
all-time wins leader in NCAA Division II history was inducted 
into the American Baseball Coaches Association Hall of Fame 
during the group’s annual festivities at the Gaylord Opryland 
Hotel and Convention Center.
 The longtime Southeastern skipper was part of the 
program in some capacity for more than 40 years as a player, 
graduate assistant, assistant coach and finally head coach for 37 
seasons.
 Metheny’s tenure was nearly unmatched by fellow 
coaches as he is one of only 18 Division II coaches to ever 
reach 1,000 victories and just the third to obtain 1,300 wins. 
His final career record was 1,324-679-3 (a .660 winning 
percentage), becoming the winningest coach ever in NCAA 
Division II baseball.

Metheny inducted into Baseball Coaches Hall of Fame

Coach Mike Metheny 
offers acceptance remarks 
during his induction 
ceremony January 3 in 
Nashville, Tennessee.

Coach Metheny and his wife 
Pat stand by the Hall of  
Fame wall.

Aviation event popular draw 
for prospective students
 More than 100 high school students interested in 
pursuing careers in aviation attended the Aviation Visi-
tation Day January 24 at Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University.
 Southeastern is home to one of the premier avia-
tion programs in the country, and prepares students for job 
opportunities in a variety of aviation specialties.
 Students took advantage of the  opportunity to tour 
campus as well as the Aviation Sciences Institute, see a 
flight simulator demonstration, and visit with faculty, staff 
and alumni. 

Students experience the flight simulator in photo at top left; stu-
dents and parents learn more about what the aviation program 
offers in photo at left.
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Students volunteer for day of service on MLK Day

STEM Visitation Day attracts 
high school students to campus

 High school students interested in a 
career in Science, Technology, Engineering or 
Mathematics participated in STEM Visitation 
Day January 18 at Southeastern Oklahoma 
State University.
 Southeastern faculty discussed career 
opportunities with students and parents, and 
representatives from Admissions  and Recruit-
ment provided  information and campus tours.

Dr. Tim Smith, chair of chemistry, computer, 
and physical sciences, visits with students at 
STEM Visitation Day.

 Although classes were not in session on 
January 20 at Southeastern Oklahoma State Univer-
sity in observance of Martin Luther King. Jr. Day, 
students were far from idle. 
 Some 150 students, faculty and staff repre-
senting 22 student organizations and seven Uni-
versity offices volunteered their time and efforts to 
participate in a day of service both on campus and 
in the community. 
  Among the projects were Ninth Street 
clean-up, visiting with residents in an assisted living 
facility, working with a local ministry to paint and 
clean rooms, and campus beautification. 
 Sponsored by the Office of Student Life, this 
is the 25th year the University has participated in 
the MLK Day of Service.

Southeastern students pick up trash and debris near the rail-
road tracks on Ninth Street in Durant. 

‘Super Saturday’ scheduled for February 22
 Southeastern Oklahoma State University will once again host 
“Super Saturday’’ – one of the year’s biggest events on campus – on Feb-
ruary 22.
 As many as 600 middle school and high school students and their 
parents are expected to attend. Students will be competing for scholar-
ships in such areas as Honors, President’s Leadership Class, Music, and 
Theatre.  Also taking place will be Theatre Audition Day and Art Demo 
Day for students interested in those fields.
 In addition, for the fifth year in a row, Southeastern will be host-
ing the Oklahoma Science Olympiad that day with students scheduled to 
participate from schools in Oklahoma, Texas, Arkansas, and Kansas.
 Activities will be held at various venues across campus. The Of-
fice of Admissions and Recruitment will be providing tours, and financial 
aid and scholarship information will also be provided.
 An Academic Department Fair will be held from 11 a.m. to 1 
p.m. in the Glen D. Johnson Student Union. During this time, prospective 
students can visit with faculty members. 

Several factors boost enrollment

 “We are encouraged by the fact our enrollment continues 
to trend upward,’’ said Southeastern interim president Bryon Clark. 
“There are several factors that come into play, including offering 
quality academic programs that are both affordable and convenient for 
a broad range of students. It is also important that we provide the spe-
cific programs that students need to acquire the knowledge necessary 
to ultimately achieve their career goals and aspirations.’’

(continued from page 1)



Southeastern Oklahoma State University, in com-
pliance with Title VI and VII of the Civil Rights 
Act of 1964, Executive Order 11246 as amended, 
Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972, 
Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, and other 
federal laws and regulations, does not discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, 
religion, disability, or status as a veteran in any of 
its policies, practices, or procedures.  This includes 
but is not limited to admissions, employment, 
financial aid, and educational services.This publica-
tion is issued by the Southeastern Oklahoma State 
University Office of University Communications 
and was printed by SE Printing Services of Durant, 
Oklahoma. Fifty copies have been prepared for 
distribution at a cost of $40 to the taxpayers of the 
State of Oklahoma.
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  March
16-22  Spring Break
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  April
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14 Tri-County Honors, Visual & 

Performing Arts Center
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Awards ceremony, Ballroom, 5:30 
p.m.

  
  May 
9  Commencement, Bloomer 
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Southeastern hosts Career Day for eighth-graders
 Students from 12 area schools participated in Eighth Grade Career Dis-
covery Day on January 9 at Southeastern Oklahoma State University.
  Professionals from a variety of fields visited with students at this sixth 
annual event, held in Montgomery Auditorium and the Russell Building.

Former Oklahoma Teacher 
of the Year and Southeastern 
graduate Jon Hazell of Du-
rant offers advice to students 
at the Eighth Grade Career 
Discovery Day hosted by the 
University.

New president begins April 30
 Prior to assuming the presidency at Mesalands, Dr. Newsom served in 
numerous capacities for 13 years at The Art Institutes, including a six-year stint 
as president of The Art Institute of Dallas and four years as Vice Chancellor at 
South University.
 He also has experience in media relations as the Director of Media Rela-
tions for the Southland Conference and Assistant Sports Information Director at 
Baylor University and Northwestern State University.
              A native of McKinney, Texas, Dr. Newsom earned  a Ph.D. in Higher 
Education Administration from The University of North Texas, an M.S. in High-
er Education from A&M-Commerce, and a B.A. in Business Administration 
from Austin College. 
 He and his wife Victoria have three children.
 Dr. Newsom will replace  Sean Burrage, who left Southeastern last Oc-
tober to  accept the position of Vice President for Executive Affairs at The Uni-
versity of Oklahoma. Since that time, Dr. Bryon Clark has assumed the duties of 
interim president of Southeastern. Clark earlier announced his intentions to retire 
May 1.
 A total of 56 applications were received for the position.
 The hiring concludes a four-month search that began last fall. To assist 
in the process, the regents utilized the Higher Education Leadership Search firm 
and an 18-member screening  committee composed of regents, faculty, staff, 
student representative,  administrators, and community leaders.
 The regents conducted online interviews with eight candidates on 
January 8, and then interviewed  three finalists in-person on January 22 before 
reaching their decision.

(continued from page 1)


